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It inspires students to be idea generators
with a global mindset, ready to take on
the challenges of our changing world.

Why Newcastle Grammar School?
Focusing on every child’s wellbeing

We believe a focus on students’ wellbeing is at the heart of education and have implemented a whole
school approach to Positive Education, encompassing all students, our staff and parents. We aim to give
every student the vital life skills of thinking optimistically and developing a growth mindset.

Inspiring tomorrow’s idea-generators

We focus on teaching our students how to think as opposed to teaching them what to think. Our Learning
Inquiry Framework fosters students’ natural curiosity with the world, challenging them to develop key
competencies and skills and igniting their passion for learning across all subject areas. Our approach
ensures students are on a pathway to success in Secondary School and beyond.

Involving parents

We invite parents to be actively involved in their child’s education and encourage open communication
with families, who are an integral part of the NGS community. Children’s education is a partnership and
we believe students thrive when we build positive relationships between home and school.

A balanced programme

Our programmes are designed to give all students a balanced, well-rounded education, with opportunities
to learn and excel in academic pursuits, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics),
music, languages, the arts, sport and a wide range of Co-curricular activities.

A track record of success

We have been educating the young people of Newcastle for a more than 100 years, and continue to
grow and develop as a thriving learning community. We are proud of our strong record of academic
success that carries through from the Primary School to outstanding HSC and post School achievements.

Values-driven education

NGS continues to have a strong values-based culture based on Christian principles, in the tradition of the
Anglican Church. Our core values of Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence underpin all that we do.

A global mindset

We are committed to educating our students to become compassionate global citizens, who not only
have strong connections within their local community, but are ready to meet the challenges of a diverse
and rapidly-changing world.

An investment in your child’s future

We know that your child’s education is an investment and we strive to provide the very best for all
students in our care. Our student outcomes across both Primary and Secondary School demonstrate the
impressive results that can be achieved by giving every student the opportunity to thrive.
Alicha Dyer
Head, NGS Primary School
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VISIBLE Wellbeing
A culture of caring

Our students’ wellbeing is at the heart of all we do at NGS. We have created a unique, whole-of-school
wellbeing programme aimed at enhancing the social, emotional and physical wellbeing of every student.
This programme is based on applying Positive Education principles, which are supported by rigorous
psychology research.
From Kindergarten right through to Year 12, we focus on the development of social awareness, selfawareness, self reflection, wisdom, social justice, relationships and a sense of connectedness.
When students develop knowledge, skills and attributes across all these areas, they develop resilience and
positive wellbeing.
Students explore these concepts directly through targeted classroom programmes, as well as through our
religious education and outdoor education programmes, School Assemblies and Chapel Services.
However, we strive to create an environment in which positive education is promoted and reinforced
through all we do, from everyday activities through to positive interactions between staff, students and
their families.
All our students benefit from the skills to think optimistically, to have a growth mindset and, importantly,
to understand we can change our mindset. We know that parents want their children to attend a school
with a strong sense of student wellbeing and it is widely acknowledged that wellbeing leads to academic
success.
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Freedom to Flourish
Students in Years K-4 are introduced to the concepts
of positive education through a fun, engaging
character called “Professor Empowerment”. He is
equipped with five Tools of Empowerment which
students can use help develop self-regulation and
effective social and emotional coping skills.
We also place an emphasis on enriching
environments by developing relationships and
a sense of connectedness with family, peers,
teachers and the wider community.

Tools of Empowerment
Flag of Friendship		

Learning how to be a good friend

Wand of Wisdom

Striving to learn

Mirror of Me			

Developing self-awareness and valuing yourself

Glove of Giving 		

Thinking of others

Spectacles of Reflection

Being Reflective

Strength to Soar
In Years 5 and 6, our “Strength to Soar”
positive education programme gives students
the confidence and essential skills they need to
flourish and soar into Secondary School.
Students focus on identifying and fostering their
character strengths that will help them flourish
as individuals, enrich the lives of others, view
the world with positivity and strive for academic
success.
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Learning for life
Students are naturally curious about the world and our inquiry-based
learning approach is designed to foster their innate desire to learn.
Inquiry-based learning is a process where students
are actively involved in their learning: they come up
with questions, investigate widely, and as a result,
build new understanding and knowledge across all
subject areas.
We know the quality of teaching is a key factor
affecting student outcomes and we support our
staff to provide a consistently high standard of
education founded on evidence-based teaching
and learning research.
We want to teach students how to think, rather
than what to think.
Our teachers still explicitly teach the curriculum
content and skills that students need at every stage
of their education.
However, under the inquiry approach, teaching
opportunities arise out of meaningful real-life
prompts or questions, giving students a true
connection with what they are learning.
Whether students are focusing on numeracy or
history, literacy or coding, this approach ignites
their passion for learning and helps them to
develop the important 21st century skill of
managing their own learning.
It gives NGS students the foundations they need
to succeed into Secondary School and beyond,
preparing them to lead lives of purpose and
success.
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Inquiry-based learning
encourages students to be:

CONFIDENT

REFLECTIVE

COMPASSIONATE

LIFE-LONG
LEARNERS

CRITICAL
THINKERS

MOTIVATED

COMMUNICATIVE

CREATIVE

ADAPTABLE

learner attributes
Global education research recognises the importance of teaching students
“skills for life” – key competencies that prepare young people for new and
future challenges.
At the heart of our inquiry-based learning approach is the development of
Learner Attributes – a transferrable set of skills that students will draw on
throughout their schooling and beyond.

We are communicators
We are collaborators
We are thinkers
We are self-managers
We are researchers
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Each student is treated as an
individual learner and given every
opportunity to experience success
and happiness

Key Learning Areas
We want to inspire our students to be curious, to extend their interest in the
world around them, and to apply their understanding to new situations.
Research shows that students acquire skills more readily when new learning is
presented in an authentic and purposeful way.
Learning begins with strong foundations in Literacy and Numeracy. In the primary
years, children also study integrated Units of Inquiry in the areas of Science,
Geography and History.
Specialist teachers provide creative and enriching learning experiences in Music,
the Arts, Languages, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics),
Physical Education and Religion.
Information and digital literacy (Technology) is considered an essential tool to
enhance learning and is fully integrated across the curriculum from Kindergarten
to Year 6, including specialist coding lessons.
By offering a differentiated curriculum, we can provide the optimal learning
environment for students of all ages.
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STEM: preparing students for an
innovative future

The impact of gaining a strong foundation across Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics – known as STEM – is far-reaching.
STEM projects help students to develop real-world skills in problem-solving,
communication and collaboration; skills that are clearly identified and in demand
by industries globally.
NGS has developed a STEM pathway starting in Pre-school and continuing through
to HSC level, to ensure our students become tomorrow’s problem-solvers and
innovators.
From their earliest years, students are introduced to many new and exciting
opportunities in the area of STEM.
Students from Kindergarten to Year 2 enjoy hands-on, unplugged activities including
coding robots to help develop their computational thinking and problem-solving
skills. We use a variety of leading computer science programmes to give students a
deeper understanding of key mathematical and scientific concepts.
In the older years, students continue to develop their skills through their interaction
with more sophisticated coding programmes, learning to manouevre real, moving
robots, and develop engineering skills through innovative, hands-on projects.

Students are encouraged to
integrate their skills across
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics and become empowered
to ask the right questions, define
problems and design their own
solutions by putting scientific
discovery into real-life action
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Enrichment opportunities
Our students also have the opportunity to enrich their learning by becoming
involved in a broad range of external events, such as:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

11
---

Newcastle Writers Festival workshops
Tournament of Minds: A problem-solving skills team challenge
The da Vinci Decathlon: A team-based academic competition
Participation in various Australian Mathematics Trust competitions including
Computational and Algorithmic Thinking Competition (Years 5–6); Maths
Challenge (Years 3–6), the Australian Mathematics Competition (Years 3–6)
and the Newcastle Permanent Maths Competition (Years 5-6).
ICAS competitions: UNSW assessments that recognise and reward academic
excellence
Debating: Years 5– 6
Mars Rover Challenge: University of Newcastle coding/robotics competition
Public speaking

Celebrating the Arts
Our students are introduced to the
creative and performing arts through a
high quality programme encompassing
Music, Visual Arts and Drama.
This creative learning contributes to
students’ holistic development across
mind, body and spirit.
We draw on the knowledge and
expertise of professional practitioners
to help students excel across the arts.

Music
Introducing children to music as a form of
pleasure during their formative years can
add an extra dimension to their future lives.
Research also shows that learning music
expands children’s emotional and cognitive
skills, and participating in an ensemble
builds their teamwork and collaboration
skills.
At NGS, students are introduced to music
by expert practitioners in a wide variety
of instruments and ensemble formats, in
world-class music practice and performance
spaces.

Visual ArtS
Under expert tuition, our students are
supported to gain an appreciation for the
visual arts, as well as the enjoying creating
artworks in a wide variety of mediums.
By introducing visual arts skills and methods
from day one, we gradually build students’
confidence to take risks and to critically
analyse and evaluate their artistic projects.

Students are able to join a range of NGS
choirs, bands and ensembles throughout
their Primary years, enabling them to
develop and follow their musical passions.

Drama
Drama studies include examining aspects of
cinema, novels and theatrical texts to learn
how different ideas influence theatre and
dramatic forms.

Ongoing opportunities
Our commitment to a strong creative arts
programme continues in Secondary School,
with many opportunities for students to
pursue their interest in music, art and
drama. We have a strong record of success
in the creative arts at HSC level.
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Our drama programme offers students
opportunities to develop the skills and
confidence to perform on the stage. It also
helps them to understand themselves and
others through participation and reflection,
gaining creative and social confidence.

opportunities
Leadership potential is inherent within all students, and we ensure that
every child is given the opportunity to lead throughout their P3rimary
years.
These leadership experiences give students an increased sense of responsibility to
help others and to take action.
Students in Year 4 at Park Campus assume many roles and responsibilities to
contribute to the daily operational life of the School including:
Each student has an opportunity to lead morning assembly and the K-4 Assembly
each Friday.
Park Students work with other Year 4 students in their House to initiate
playground activities, promote respect and care for our environment and help
with the running of key events.
• Year 4 are exceptional student leaders during Open Days and Kindergarten
Orientation sessions.
• Year 4 undertake the important role of being ‘Kindergarten Buddies’ to our
youngest School students each year. They undertake training in the year
beforehand and participate in discussion groups with teachers and executive
throughout Term 1, when they assist their buddy to adjust to the daily routines
of ‘Big School’ as well as helping them to forge their own friendships.
• When students move to Hill Campus for Years 5 and 6, they are encouraged
to take up further leadership opportunities including:
• Student Representative Council (SRC): Authentic student voice is about
students having the power to influence change. The SRC gives students
opportunities to collaborate and make decisions around their learning and
learning environment, and to play a vital role in the school improvement
process.
• Chapel Service: Each term students from different Houses have the
opportunity to lead and play primary roles in School Chapel Services held at
Christ Church Cathedral.
• Leadership Responsibilities: Students also take on a range of leadership roles
demonstrating respect and value for the School. These include acting as a
Tour Guide during Open Days, promoting the use of sustainable practices and
ensuring work spaces and equipment are well kept.
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The common bonds created through
participation in Co-Curricular groups
form the basis of a rich school culture
and a community that celebrates
diversity and excellence

Co-curricular programme
Primary Students at NGS are
encouraged to participate in the
many, varied opportunities that
surround them both inside and
outside the classroom.
Our extensive programme of
sporting, social and cultural
activities nurtures and stimulates the
intellectual, creative and personal
talents of every student.
The Co-curricular Programme starts
in Kindergarten as an after-school
programme, and all students are
encouraged to participate in at least
one activity per semester.
This enables children to develop their
creative and sporting skills within
a group of students with similar
interests and to form bonds with a
diverse group of students, further
enriching their School experience.
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wide range of opportunities
including, but not limited to,
the following:

CHESS

DRAMA

DANCE

MUSIC

SPORTS

ROBOTICS
& CODING

DEBATING

THEATRE

Creating a Sporting
Framework
Active
Lifestyle

Sport
Excellence

Sport

M
E
E
T
T
T
T

MASTERY

1

ELITE

2

ELITE

1

TALENT

4

TALENT

3

TALENT

2

TALENT

1

Sustained Success

Success

Representation
Breakthrough
and reward
Practicing
and achieving
Verification
Demonstration
of potential

F
F
F
This FTEM framework integrates three
key outcomes of sport participation:
- active lifestyle;
- sport participation; and
- sport excellence.
By categorising the features of a sportsperson within each of
these pathways, we are able to easily use relevant research
to manage the expectations of our athletes and teams.

FOUNDATION

3

FOUNDATION

2

FOUNDATION

1

Sport specific commitment
and/or competition

Extension and refinement
of movement

Learning and acquistion
of basic movement

The inclusion of our Supporting Athlete Performance
programme creates a positive network and mentoring
for our talented athletes.
This enhanced understanding of sporting pathways
and our athletes will improve the experiences for all
NGS students.

			

NGS Director of Sport

OOSH: Before School,,After School
and Vacation Care

To support working parents, we provide a high quality Before School, After
School and Vacation Care service at the Park Campus.

Before and after school care
Before School care is available for NGS students in Years K–4, from 7.15am.
After school care is available until 6.00pm. Students from K–4 take part in a
range of activities including games, craft and cooking. Students in Year 3 and
above have the opportunity to do their homework.
Years 5-6 students have supervised homework club from 3.30pm till 5.00pm.

Vacation Care
A vacation care programme is run each school holidays between 8.15am and
6pm. Students from Pre-school to Year 6 can come along to enjoy a range of
age-appropriate activities including outings, sport, craft, art, cooking and play.
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how to enrol
STEP 1
Complete and submit the Application for Enrolment
(available on our website - below), together with payment of
the Application Fee (non-refundable payment of $250.00).
STEP 2
Interview with you, your son or daughter and the Head of
School or the Head of Primary (for Kindergarten – Year 6).
STEP 3
Successful applicants will be contacted by the School and an
official offer of placement will be sent.
STEP 4
Acceptance of offer is completed when the Entry Fee (nonrefundable) has been paid.

For more information please call our Enrolments Officer on
(02)4929 5811 or email enrolments@ngs.nsw.edu.au.
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Every Face

Matters
Past - Present - Future

Hill Campus

Park Campus

Email
office@ngs.nsw.edu.au

Website
www.ngs.nsw.edu.au

Cnr Church & Newcomen Street
Newcastle NSW 2300
T (02) 4929 5811

Cnr Union Street & Parkway Avenue
Cooks Hill NSW 2300
T (02) 4925 2121

