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Head of School

K-4 Exhibition of Learning

In September, we brought
together an exhibition of Year 12
work, the HSC Showcase, allowing
a wider audience to see works
from this talented and creative
cohort.

Report

Head of School’s

T

wo key pillars of education
are the academic and
student wellbeing
programmes and this year we have
had opportunities to reflect on
both these pillars and our delivery
in line with best practice. Our
strategic vision is to encourage
students to strive to reach their
individual potential so they are
well placed to meet the challenges
of a changing world.
Throughout 2017, we have
reflected and strengthened our
approach to student wellbeing
to develop resilient children who
can meet both their academic
challenges at school as well as
the personal and professional
challenges that will be presented
to them in the future. For K-4,
the overriding Global Connections
theme, the language of Inquiry
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around positive
attitudes
continues to
be expressed
in the classroom. Within the
curriculum this year we have
seen the introduction of positive
education lessons for Years 5-9.
In these lessons, students are
explicitly taught about concepts
like gratitude and experience
positive ways of thinking or
approaching challenges.
The work done by the Wellbeing
team in their efforts to meet
individual student needs, the role
played by the classroom teacher
K-6 in this area and the leadership
from key members of staff such as
Mrs Dyer and Mr Parsons are all
aspects of the programme.
We are lucky to be able to provide
students with a wide range of

Over the last weeks, students have
engaged in sporting endeavours
managing the wins and losses as
the finals of winter sport occur,
presented the Year 10 Musical,

genuine learning experiences.
Students often show growth when
they engage with the outdoor
education programme and the
challenges presented at camp.
Can students implement what
they have learned in class about
a growth mindset in the bush
on a long walk carrying a pack?
Working with our camp providers
to use the language of the
classroom and working with our
students to see the benefits of an
“I can” mindset in a challenging
setting, is rewarding.
This year we have been able
to showcase learning to wider
audiences. The K-4 Exhibition of
Learning was a terrific opportunity
for students to explain their
learning to parents and friends in
the classroom setting.

taken part in the Tournament of
Minds, sat for ICAS tests, finished
Trial Examinations and started the
HSC, dressed up for Book Week,
undertaken community service
and committed to their academic
programme. In all these activities,
a positive mind set approach
provides a path that enhances
wellbeing.

It is a joy to be able to walk
around the School and see in
action the sense of purpose and
the two pillars, academic and
wellbeing, evident in the fabric of
the School.
Enjoy this edition of Spectemur
Agendo and the stories it tells
about our School.
Mrs Erica Thomas
Head of School

HSC Showcase

Board Farewells

O

n 25 July, the Board took
the opportunity to formally
farewell two long serving
Board Members who retired from
the Board in 2016/17. Mr Bill
Clifton (2003 - 2016) and Dr John
Miller (1998 - 2017) were Board
members at critical times for the
School. Both oversaw the purchase
of Park Campus and establishment
of the Primary School and Preschool on the current site.

and the many visitors who flocked
to the School at this point. The
new Stewart Building was initially
purpose built for the Primary
School and became the Middle
School after the establishment of
Park Campus. Bill Clifton chaired
the panel to appoint the School’s
new Head of School in 2014 and
both he and Dr Miller assisted with
Mrs Thomas’s transition into the
role.

In addition, they remember the
closing of Newcomen Street when
the Parnell Building was opened

Reflecting on their outstanding
contribution, Board Chair Mr Keith
Lynch thanked both past Board

Members for the roles they played
at critical times in the life of the
School and their contribution to
the NGS we know today.

Board Member
Mr Bill Clifton
2003 - 2016

Board Member
Dr John Miller
1998 - 2017
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Mandarin News

Culture

Embracing the

M

andarin is taught to all
Newcastle Grammar
School Students from
Kindergarten to Year 6. In
Semester One, students focused
on learning greetings in Mandarin,
becoming familiar with Chinese
numbers and acquiring and
using the terms for family. In
addition to traditional learning
experiences, students learned
through singing songs and nursery
rhymes. Students also experienced
elements of the Chinese culture to
supplement their learning of the
Chinese language. Students have
been introduced to traditional
festivals such as Chinese New Year,
Lantern Festival and the Dragon
Boat Festival. They also learned
about the One Child Policy of
China. All students celebrated
Mother’s Day by paper folding a
love heart or flower.
In August 2017, an excursion to
Chinatown, Sydney, was proposed
for Year 6 students to deepen
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their understanding of the cultural
significance of Chinatown. The
excursion included a visit to the
Chinese Gardens and a Chinese
restaurant to experience and
appreciate key elements of
Chinese culture.
As part of the Year 7 Languages
Semester One rotation, all Year
7 Students had the opportunity
to taste Chinese language and
culture. At the end of the four
week block, they were able to
give a short speech and have a
basic conversation to introduce
their name, age, nationality and
address. Students enjoyed lion
dancing, Chinese paper lantern
construction and Mother’s Day
flower paper folding.

On 20 June 2017, the School
offered a Languages Day for all
Year 8 Students. Three workshops
were organized for students
within two periods. Students
experienced Chinese Tai Chi Fan

culture, where they watched a Tai
Chi demonstration by Ceci Zhang.
They also had the opportunity
learn some Tai Chi movements.
Students had the opportunity to
make the most traditional food
for Chinese New Year, dumplings,
and sampled the ones they made.
This workshop was supported
by Nan and Lisa who own Nan’s
Dumpling Time in Hamilton.
Students learnt about the Dragon
Boat Festival and made rice paper
dumplings. The rice paper craft
artwork was taught by Dadi Xiong
who travelled from Sydney. A
few Chinese volunteers from local
communities came to assist with
workshops. The School truly
appreciated their time and effort
in this event.

Australian HSC system in order to
provide a comparison for Chinese
students and parents who attend the
college entry exam in June 2017. The
segment was posted online and viewed
by nearly one million Chinese people,
providing a wonderful opportunity for
us to showcase our School.
Ten students and teachers from a high
school in Inner Mongolia of China
visited Newcastle Grammar School
for twelve days from 31 July to 12

August. They attended the School for
two weeks. The School allocated them
to host families in order to experience
authentic Australian family life. Thank
you to the families who opened their
homes for these students. I am sure
this exchange experience provided
an opportunity to improve Chinese
language skills and further extend
cultural understanding.
Ms Josie Yan
Mandarin Teacher

In Term Two, a selection of Year
12 Students, Teachers and our
Head of School, Mrs Thomas,
were interviewed by China’s
People Online. Staff and Students
provided an insight into the
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Feature

N

ewcastle has more artists
per-capita than any other
city or town in Australia.
What better place to launch an
annual art exhibition than this city.
As Newcastle Grammar School
has a policy of connecting with its
family and the wider community
on many levels, it was agreed that
an annual exhibition would be
the appropriate vehicle to connect
with the School family and forge
new social connections.
The establishment of the Nexus
Annual Art Exhibition succeeded
on all fronts. The fact that it has
continued from the inaugural
exhibition in 1997 to the
successful 2017 exhibition is
testament to the importance of
this exhibition in the calendar of
the Visual Arts community and
Newcastle Grammar School. An
annual exhibition that has lasted
twenty years places it in a category
of its own in Newcastle.
The exhibition was initiated by
the Visual Arts Department of
Newcastle Grammar School who
believed it would benefit a wide
range of people. Initially it was
considered a fundraiser for the
Visual Arts Department to buy
extra equipment for students
use, but the true value came
in facilitating a venue where
prominent Newcastle artists could
show and sell their work in a
professional environment. This
also allowed staff, parents and
the public to view and purchase
quality artworks by professional
artists.
Being Head of Visual Arts, I was
part of the initial small team that
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curated the exhibition. Part of
the team also included members
of The Society of Arts, a group
of teachers and parents that had
formed to promote the arts in the
School and wider community.
As the exhibition grew to include
more artists a committee of
interested parents was formed
in 2006 to help organise the
exhibition.
The first exhibitions were held
in the Art Space in the newly
erected Parnell Building. Tracking
and lighting was installed. The
exhibitions continued in this venue
until 2009 when it was decided
that the Staff Common Room in
the beautiful Holland Building
would be a more appropriate
location. The Art Space was
needed for classes and the
Staff Common Room, a much
larger, brighter area, favoured
the artworks and provided more
convenient catering facilities for
opening night.
The ongoing invitation only policy
for exhibiting artists has remained
which has ensured only works of
a very high standard are exhibited.
Each year there are requests by
artists to join the group of existing
artists. This has allowed growth
and also the opportunity to show
the work of newcomers to the
area and young evolving artists.
Some artists have exhibited every
year since it began, while others
have moved away. This revolving
door means the exhibition
doesn’t remain static. There is
always something new. The
exhibition is also a social event
that is anticipated with pleasure,

a time to reacquaint and mix with
like people. Over the years the
exhibition has been opened and
supported by notable Newcastle
identities such as Barry Maitland,
Dr Bernard Curran, Jill Stowell,
Margaret Sivyer OM, the late Anne
von Bertouch and many other
prominent personalities.
In 2009, it was decided part of the
money raised from the exhibition
would be donated to the Nexus
Adolescent Mental Health Unit
at John Hunter Hospital, a
valuable facility for the Newcastle
community.
As an exhibiting artist, I and
many others are grateful for the
exhibition’s continuing presence.
The high standard of the show
ensures a valid arena in which to
exhibit. I am also sure the School
family, staff and the visiting public
look forward to its continuation
as an annual cultural occasion. In
these rapidly changing and often
troublesome times in which we
live, these enriching experiences
are of the highest value for our
wellbeing.

John Miller presenting the first
cheque to the Nexus Unit at
John Hunter Hospital

Dr Margaret McBride
Founding Member
Valuable Nexus Contributer
Featured: A sample of some of the works from the 2017 Nexus Exhibition
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Olivia Byth

GALLERY

Henry Guest

Lucy Nightingale

Madeline Nelson

Year 7 Works

Catherine Stanley

Semester One has been busy as usual in the Visual Arts
Department with students from Year 5 through to Year 12
engaged, focused and enjoying their artmaking and creativity.
Year 5 explored ‘Faces and Feelings’ and Year 6 have delved
into their imagination investigating and developing their own
‘Incredible Creature’.

Clara Anscombe

Drawing on their own families as inspiration, Year 7 completed
the ‘We Are Family’ unit, creating very successful mixed media
family portraits.
Year 8 had the opportunity to utilise their imagination and
create their own Superhero characters who participated in
some amazing adventures. The students documented their
ideas and told these narratives in the form of Superhero
Comics. They created 3D representations of their characters as
Ceramic Superhero Mugs.

Emma McGrath

Elective students in Year 9 and Year 10 investigated their
world – with Year 9 exploring the ‘Natural World… Under the
Microscope’ and Year 10 completing ‘The City, The Sea and
Me’ unit.
Annaliese Everingham

Gigi Martin

Year 11 engaged enthusiastically with the ‘Theft from the Past’
unit investigating Post Modern techniques as they explored the
artmaking of the past - recontextualising ideas and techniques
and exploring their relationship with our contemporary world.
Year 12 have continued to work hard to create and develop
their HSC Bodies of Work and document their process through
their Visual Arts Process Diaries. We wish them well.

Chyna McGilvray

Mrs Tonia Martin
Head of Creative and Performing Arts

Chantelle Pepper

Page 8

Zahlee Owers

Piper Rao

Year 8 Works

Owen Hunt

Alexander Currie
Nathan Cole

Nathan Cole

Sophie Liston

Abbey-Rose Everingham

Gabriella King

Year 10 Works

Shravanya Tummala
Gabriella King

Jasmin Zhou

Joel Owers
Henry Knights
Gina Petrelis
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Year 9 Works

Sophia Drinkwater

Sarah Brown
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Ball

Senior News

The Presentation

T

hroughout the day on 3
June, the clouds gathered
and grew darker. Anxious
eyes watched the sky as it grew
ever more foreboding, promising
rain. It was as though the weather
knew there was a ball planned for
that night, and was not about to
let it go off without a hitch. Sure
enough, as 6.00pm rolled around
and the cars started to pull up at
City Hall, the clouds broke. Rain
streamed through headlights as
vehicles circled the block for a
park and a multitude of umbrellas
converged on the brightly lit
doors.
Such was the auspicious beginning
to the 2017 Year 11 Presentation
Ball. The scene upon entering the
hall could not have been more
unlike the darkness outside. The
corridor was warmly lit and full
of smiles, and the cohort were
gathered in the room beyond,
hair immaculately groomed and
intricately styled, the boys boasting
smart suits and girls sporting
dresses in an arresting array of
cuts and colours. The atmosphere
at that moment, which endured
through the night, was one of
exuberance and joviality.
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By some miracle,
enough discipline
was maintained
for the year
group to be
herded together
for various
photos and then
shepherded
to the dining
hall for the Presentation. As
the night progressed, it became
apparent that the only aspect of
that meticulously planned evening
that was not coloured, not even
excepting the table runners, was
the flowers, which were white.
Initially, this seemed like nothing
more than an ironic nod to the
new colour scheme. However,
on further thought it seems there
may have been more to it than
(just matching everyone’s dresses).
In switching the colour roles, if
you will, of the students and the
flowers, the School is shrugging
off the traditional connotations
of the Debutante Ball, in which
girls were presented as being
eligible for marriage dressed in
white. They are implying that
in a progressive society such
as ours, girls are no more than
objects for marriage. They are
saying, ‘we will leave that to the
flowers’. While the flowers are
confined to monochromaticism
and represent the Ball’s traditional
connotations / purpose, the
students in attendance went forth
in vibrant colours to express their
individuality and celebrate their
differences.

In all, it was a beautiful evening
to celebrate the beautiful things
and wonderful people on our
lives, not least our parents and
our exceptional teachers. The
Presentation Ball reminded us that
we are at a spectacular point in
our lives. Anything is possible and
it encouraged us to anticipate the
future and what lies in store. With
what we have been given, we can
achieve anything.
Margot Roberts
Year 11 Student
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Canberra

Primary

Exploring

Primary

Year 6

Festival

Lantern

L

ife wouldn’t exist without
light, that much we know.
But light has also shaped
so much of our lives and culture.
It is a common symbol in religion
and philosophy, it is found in our
myths and rituals, and it is central
to art and architecture.
Light or Lantern Festivals occur in
countries all around our world and
the light reminds us of community,
fun and rejoicing, celebration of
us coming together on this cold
evening and being thankful for
one another. It is for this reason
we decided to hold our own
festival this year.
The Lantern Festival evokes an
image steeped in both tradition
and beauty and dates back to 206
BC.
During the Lantern Festival,
people went out in the evening
to various temples, carrying paper
lanterns and solving riddles that
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were printed on the lanterns. Our
K-4 students loved the lights on
the pathways and the interesting
decorations and in some cases
riddles on their creations.

lanterns have been embellished
with beautifully complex designs.

The Lantern Festival is celebrated
on the 15th day of the first month
in the Chinese lunar calendar
(which usually lies in February).
The 15th day is the first full moon
of the lunar year, according to
Taoist tradition, the 15th day is
also dedicated to Shangyuan,
the “Official of Heaven”, who
loves bright and joyful objects.
Thousands of colourful lanterns
are hung out during the Festival
each year. People try to solve
puzzles on the lanterns, eat sticky
rice balls, and have fun with family
during this time.

Our Park Campus students
loved creating their lanterns and
learning about different cultures.
It was great to share these stories
and warm soup with our teachers
and families.

In ancient times, only the
aristocracy had ornate lanterns,
leaving lower to middle class
people with fairly simple lanterns.
In modern times, however,

Whatever the intricacies though,
lanterns almost always symbolise
good fortune.

Mrs Alicha Dyer
Head of Primary

O

n 29 May, a very bitter
Winter’s day, Year 6 got
on the bus for a very long
journey to Camp Cottermouth in
Canberra. Camp Cottermouth
is a Scout Camp for brave,
adventurous people, like us.
The camp experience included
many places to visit like The
Australian War Memorial,
Parliament House, Old Parliament
House (also known as The
Museum of Democracy) and
CSIRO, an exciting science
museum.
We also participated in a huge
range of activities including
abseiling, canoeing and mountain
biking. Camp Cottermouth
provides warm, heated cabins
with bunk beds and bathrooms some of the cabins also included
kitchens.

The food was great, but it came
in huge portions, which was hard
for some people to finish. The
breakfast was amazing especially
the pancakes, drizzled with syrup,
cream and fruit. We also enjoyed
the spaghetti bolognese, even
though it was simple, it still tasted
good.

Camp was remarkable, but the
weather in Canberra during winter
is really cold. We had to pile
on clothes and underneath our
pyjamas at night we had to wear
thermals as it got to -3 degrees.
Overall, Camp Cottermouth 2017
was one of the best camps we
have ever been on and it was all
thanks to our marvellous teachers
and extraordinary camp leaders.
The food, warm cabins, activities
and fabulous staff made this camp
spectacular.
Hannah Choi and
Miecha Blamey
Year 6 2017
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99 Years

Celebrating

It is important to remember our
past – it connects us to others,
it helps us to think about things
differently and it helps us to form
a collective wisdom. Surely those
early Bishops of Newcastle who
wanted intellectual excellence to
be united with spiritual values had
both courage and vision in setting
up a school.
Bishop Stretch told the 1915
Synod that the diocese had a
“plain duty” to establish a school
despite WW1 still being fought
in Europe. Newcastle was an
industrial hub quite different to
the town we live in today. The
early founders had a vision they
wanted to create Newcastle Girls’
Grammar and this vision took
three years to achieve.
Try and picture the day the School
opened. 22 July, 1918 was a wet
day. Nine of the ten new boarders
arrived in horses and buggy and
only one student arrived in a
motor car. About forty-six day
pupils joined the boarders. All
the girls had their hair tied neatly
back with a large black bow and
all were wearing long navy skirts.
The School Council and a crowd of
local clergy and visitors gathered
with the new staff and students
and the new School was officially
opened in a ceremony a little like
the one we are about to celebrate
together.
It was felt that the new School
needed a motto and after much
deliberation a motto was chosen,
Spectemur Agendo. The Founders
believed this was a fine motto
because each individual (students
Page 16

Founders’ Day

and staff) as well as the School
itself should be judged by its
actions.

A few months ago I came across a
poem titled “Spectemur Agendo”
written by the first Principal of the
School, Miss Margaret Lawrance:
Spectemur Agendo
S Shall we by our acts be judged?
P Purposeful our lives must be
E Energy in word and act
C Charity with kindly tact
T Temperance in all things seek
E Eagerness to help the weak
M Mercy, love and pity bring
U Unselfish aid to all who need
R Reverence too, to daily plead.
A
G
E
N
D
O

Miss Margaret Lawrance

programme, to utilise technology
or even to arrange to meet your
Armour strong to fight the fight friends via social media. However,
the vision that the early Founders
Godliness to win the right
had to establish a school, and
Earnestness in all endeavour
then build this School to ensure
Nobleness to guide us ever
students received an excellent
Duty Diligence and faith
education based on sound values,
Obedience, trust – these paths
has not diminished.
are safe.

Now some of the words in the
poem may not be ones students
are familiar with, but what I hope
you take from the poem are the
values we know today: Respect,
Integrity, Service and Excellence.
In fact our modern values are very
present in the vision held by Miss
Lawrance.
Now, 99 years later, the education
you receive is very different to that
experienced by those first students
at school here.

Now nearly 100 years later, our
mission is still the same. This
is why we celebrate this time,
together today. We recognise the
vision of those who have gone
before us and consider how to
shape the future of our wonderful
School. Spectemur Agendo: let us
be judged by our actions.
This is an extract from
Mrs Thomas’s 2017
Founders’ Day Speech.

Those early students could not
imagine a world filled with the
opportunities students have today
to study diverse curriculum areas,
to enjoy a wide Co-curricular
Page 17
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The announcement of this year’s
production was met with much
enthusiasm and excitement from
the staff and students alike.
The diversity of roles, the wellknown songs, and the classic
80’s costumes have enabled
the students to ‘cut loose’ and
showcase their talents, in all of
their fluro-wearing, sequin flashing
and hat-tipping glory.

team have also been excited
to witness and celebrate the
encouraging and cheerful attitudes
exhibited by our current Year 10
group.

Our students have been brave,
flexible and supportive of their
friends, setting their expectations
sky-high and soaring above them
time and time again. From the first
daunting audition, to the show you
Footloose tells a story of growth and are seeing tonight, we have seen
resilience. Personal perspectives incredible growth in the confidence
clash, though given time – and a and collegiality within the group.
little country music – individual We are very proud of the work
differences are slowly understood that has gone into making this
and respected. Friendships are show look so dazzling – from the
honoured as the teenagers of students on stage each night to our
Bomont support and encourage amazing and diligent backstage
one another, realising what they team, and the brilliant parents who
can achieve when they work op-shopped for 80’s costumes and
together.
continue to provide their loving

Finally, we must acknowledge how
fortunate the students of Newcastle
Grammar School are to be offered
such an amazing opportunity
to showcase their creative and
performing talents.
Our work
would not have been possible
without the faith placed in us by
our Head of School, Erica Thomas,
and we thank her for continuing
to support the diverse performing
arts programmes operating at the
School. It has been a privilege
and a great pleasure to work with
such an enthusiastic and talented
group and we thank each and
every student in Year 10 for their
commitment to Footloose.
Ms Eily Pleming
& Ms Laura Dawson
Production Directors

Just as we have seen the onstage support.
characters grow, the production
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The Arts

Thickens

The Plot

D

rama finds its way into
all of our lives, whether
we invite it or not. This
statement rings particularly true
for those currently living out their
teenage years’. While some of
us naturally shy away from the
spotlight, leaving it to others to
perform and entertain the masses,
there are numerous Newcastle
Grammar School students who
boldly choose to make Drama a
daily feature of their high school
experience. High School Drama.
This phrase alone may conjure
thoughts of mimicking animals,
enacting stereotypical murder
pantomimes or playing round
after round of the all too familiar
game, ‘Space-Jump’. HSC Drama
students at our School know
this subject a little differently;
they know it as a subject that
requires cooperation, compromise,
patience, and dedication in every
aspect of study. They have elected
to walk down a road of rigorous
academic engagement balanced
with the perfect amount of actor
training, research, experimentation
and playfulness.
All HSC Drama students across
NSW undertake a study of
Australian Drama and Theatre
throughout the Term 1 of the
course. Schools can elect to
deliver studies in either traditional
or contemporary Australian
theatre, and classes engage
with two prescribed texts within
this short time. Lally Katz’s
‘Neighbourhood Watch’, and
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Jane Harrison’s ‘Stolen’, give
Senior students plenty of themes
to reflect upon as collectively
the class explores themes of
isolation, grief, and deterioration
of relationships; they are pushed
to ponder on Australia’s history
and its seemingly multi-cultural
future. While Year 12 students
reading a theatre text in English
are required to analyse meanings
created through language, Drama
requires an extensive analysis of
all possible performance, design
and staging options for the script
also. Through enacting, directing,
designing, staging and critiquing,
students develop an intimate
knowledge of the characters,
themes, intentions and contexts of
these two plays. The Senior class
of 2017 has visited the theatre five
times in the last nine months to
view these scripts being performed
live on stage.
Further theoretical and experiential
study takes place in Term Two,
when Studies in Drama and
Theatre awakens students to
broader global theatre practices.
Approaches to Acting - one
option selected from a potential
of nine choices - invites students
to examine why and how
humanity has taken to the stage
throughout the 20th century.
Guided by writings from highly
regarded theatrical practitioners
Vsevolod Meyerhold (1874-1940)
and Augusto Boal (1931-2009),
students master their use of
empathy and stylised movement

on stage, taking simultaneous
control of mind and body. By
sharpening the physical and
intellectual assets available within
each of them, our young actors
become tools to be wielded for
society’s creative and political
purposes.
Developing finely honed acting
skills could not come at a better
time for our HSC students, as they
move straight out of two terms
worth of academic study into a
third intense term of researching,
devising and rehearsing their own
polished group performances.
Every student enrolled in HSC
Drama must take part in the
development and performance a
group performance: a complete
and polished piece of theatre
spanning 10 - 12 minutes time,
during which all actors must
remain onstage whilst taking
original and/or adapted characters
on a dramatic journey in front of
a live audience. Teachers are to
have no part in directing these
pieces, they are merely there to
guide and support creativity and
style within the cohort. It is at
this time that those previously
mentioned skills in cooperation,
compromise, patience and
dedication really come in to play.
Throughout this entire process,
there are two other little things
that have been dangerously
dancing in the back of our
students’ minds. They have also
been working in their own time

on their individual projects; a
product of research, refinement
and passion that can present itself
in the form of live performance,
set design, costume design,
lighting design, script writing or
video creation (to name a few).
Students regularly make progress
on this work throughout the entire
course, pursuing this project in a
self-regulated fashion, while their
other studies in Drama - and every
other subject - continue. When
NESA markers visit to view and
grade the group performances,
those performing individual
monologues will also be graded
on that day. One last thing for
our Drama students to remember.
They also sit a final HSC

NGS

Examination. They will write an
essay on each of the topics studied
earlier in the year, commenting
on aspects of the texts read,
enactments they have created
in class, audience reactions and
personal insight gained through
engaging with each of the texts all this in only ninety minutes time.
HSC Drama students will reach
the end of the year and find
that they have completely
expended themselves physically,
mentally, and emotionally. They
have used a theatrical lens to
traverse through time and space,
developing an immeasurable
depth of appreciation for theatre
as not simply an art form, but a

way of existing in and sharing
what you love within this world.
When they take their final
bows on performance day and
drop their pens to the floor on
Tuesday November 7, (Drama
is well known as the last HSC
Examination to take place each
year) these young men and
women are most deserving of your
applause and recognition. Maybe
even a standing ovation.
Ms Eily Pleming
Drama/English Teacher

Players

Well done to our Years 9, 10 and 11
Elective Drama students on a thought
provoking evening. Your performances
showed a clear understanding of
influences affecting drama, great team
work and confident and talented acting.
Thank you to the staff who prepared the
students so well.
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Co-curricular

Interschools
Snow Sports

Surfing

Lachlan Smith
Competed in the NSW Junior
Regional Titles for surfing and
qualified to go through to the
State Titles.

Hockey

HRIS Public
Speaking
Competition

Achievement

Honour Students

Georgia Ferguson
Selected to become the
new U18s CIS State Hockey
Keeper to compete in the
Tri-Series.

AICES Cross Country

Years 7 to 10 Honour students are to be commended for
their effort and achievement in Semester 1

Isabella Ida and Thomas McGrath

Zahlee Owers

Congratulations for placing first in the Poetry
sections of the HRIS Public Speaking Competition.

Zahlee came 7th in the Snowboard
Slalom and 10th in Boardercross.
Zahlee will now compete at the
NSW State team and will compete
in the 2017 Australian Interschools
Snowsports Championships
at Mt Buller.

Connor Henderson and Lorcan Redmond

Da Vinci Decathlon

Tornament of
Minds

First place in their age division.
Lorcan has gone on to represent Australia at the World
Triathlon Championships in Rotterdam, Netherlands.

Congratulations to the Junior
students in finishing 8th place..

Futsal

Second place in the 16s Futsal
Newcastle Regional Titles.

FISAF
Nationals

Aerobics
Gold medal at the FISAF
National Aerobics and Fitness
Championships.
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Congratulations to our Year 5, 7, 8 and 9 Da Vinci regional
winners. These teams went on to compete in the State finals.

Rugby

Regional winners of the TOM.

Public Speaking

Chess

Michael Rewitt
Selected to play Rugby for the NSW
U18 Country team following the
Country Championships.

James Peters and Jadon Routley
Congratulations to our School Chess Team
who defeated Lambton High School in Round
2 of the State Knockout Competition.

Congratulations to both students in participating in the Legacy
Public Speaking Competition. Both did very well with Jadon
winning and James receiving a highly commended.
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Public Speaking
Can you truly blame the woman
who attacked the man that
abused her? What if she did it to
save her 2 year old son?
Every crime, every action that we
take has a reason. Perhaps society
can’t explain how or why but in
those situations is it our history
that determines our future? Our
history creates our future and our
future creates our past.
At 6.40pm Sean Price killed a
young girl, it was intentional,
premeditated and thought out.
These are undeniable facts but can
we truly blame him? Not knowing
what influenced him.

Rostrum
Grace Papworth entered the ROSTRUM speaking competition in July. The competition encourages young people to
talk about their opinions, Grace has progressed to zone, regional levels and moves to State level held at the University
of Sydney. The following piece was Grace’s first speech at a regional level.

M

arch 17, 6:14 pm Sean
Price left his home,
hidden in his bag was a
spare shirt and in his possession a
kitchen knife. He was out to kill,
preparing for the day to come,
searching for no one person but
a characteristic; searching for the
affluent, the wealthy. And so
he came across Masa Vukotics, a
17 year old school girl. She was
pushed in to the bushes, hidden
from on lookers, Price went on
to stab her 49 times ensuring
that there was no way she would
survive. That was 6:40 pm. Masa
went to school that day, ate with
her family and set out for a jog,
she was a block from her house,
the sun was still out. And so Sean
Price ran, he discarded the knife
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and changed his shirt stopping
only to rob, strangle and attempt
to rape another woman. ”Who
cares no one is going to give me
a noble prize for this I’m going to
get a life sentence”.
Determinism tells us that all events
all choices, key ideologies, morals
and ethics are predetermined, a
domino effect of our past. That
there is no such thing as change,
luck, coincidence.
In order to change or alter the
future we would have to change
our past, create a new history.
At the time of Masa’s death Sean
Price was a known criminal:
July 2003 he was charged with
22 accounts of sexual attacks,

October 2004 stalking robbery and
burglary, January 2012, May 2012,
January 2013, April 2014, August
2015 it is the same story, rape,
violence, assault. He had been on
the sexual offenders register since
October 2000 and yet he was
roaming the streets on 17 March,
it just so happened that so was
Masa.
38 years non parole, that’s what
they gave him, is it enough?
Some say it is, others say it’s
not, but perhaps that is besides
the point, maybe we should be
asking ourselves, given Sean’s
circumstances, his education, his
family, his upbringing, would we
have not have done the same
thing?

Maybe it was a history of drug
abuse. A family history of
mental illness and the onset of
schizophrenia. The separation
of his family when he was only
5. Maybe he was sexually and
physically abused as a child.
Maybe it was bullying. Maybe
it was as simple as his age, his
gender, his socio-economic status.
We can never be sure.
After he killed Masa he handed
himself in, he said that he was so
disgusted by his conduct that it
was the only way he knew how to
end it.
Every single one of these factors
are external, Sean Price could not
have controlled his gender, his
family history and so is he truly
accountable, did he truly make
the decision? This is a primary
example of historical determinism,
it tells us that all of our decisions
are made dependant upon our
past.
If you were to trade places with
Sean Price would you have
stabbed Masa? And so, we are
all linked by history we cannot

alter it, change or create a new
one. In turn we cannot alter
our future. Choice, effort,
discipline, achievement all an
illusion. And yet there are people
like Rosa Parkes. December 1,
America,1955 segregation and
oppression are normalised. So
much so that society, particularly
white society, would not blink
twice blatantly ignoring racism.
Rosa Parkes broke that cycle by
refusing to stand up for a white
men on a bus. In doing so she
was arrested, fined ten dollars and
instantly became a symbol.
The bus boycotts that followed
4 December 1955, 40,000
African Americans stopped using
Montgomery buses for 381 days
setting in motion political changes
and the unification of two races.
Rosa had no political past, no
history of civil rights activism,
what made her different to the
other people on the bus? Yet
she sparked a movement the first
chain in the link. Her past does
not differ from others and yet
she has created the future we
see today, of an America where
freedom, liberty and unity have
created an empire.
Determinism may have a valid
argument and perhaps all of
my decisions are circumstantial,
maybe Sean Price will have always
killed Masa Vukotic but society
will always wait for that one
person who sparked a movement,
a revolution. Who is not bound
by history, someone who breaks
the mould and challenges the
status quo ignoring their past and
paving a new road. Who knows
where we would be without
them, without the Mandalas, the
Malala’s the JFK’s.

Surely this idea of determinism
would leave us in a never ending
cycle. For determinism does not
tell us that we have no control
over our future, it allows us to
justify our mistakes, our atrocities.
It is a scape goat for all the wrongs
that we have committed. It is
determinism that allows us to
rationalise the 11 million dead
during the holocaust, the 50
million dead after the bombing
of Japan, where children mothers
and fathers struggled to breathe,
were severely burnt and when
we truly began to understand the
effects of radiation.
The cold war, the assassination
of JFK, the Vietnam War, 9/11…
The similarities are endless but it
is not the same child holding the
gun, it is not the same father killed
in battle and it is not the same
woman denied an education.
If I accept that none of this is
within my control, then how can
I say that I have tried, that these
men, women and children have
truly had a chance to succeed? I
have no choice but to believe that
it is possible to create a better
more prosperous future, to believe
that we can create a new history.
Grace Papworth
Year 11 Student
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Survival Bivouac

T

he SATU’s Survival
Bivouac this year was a
positive experience that
encouraged independence and
self-reliance, and emphasised the
values of teamwork.
The focus of the camp was that
each cadet had to supply their
own food for the next 36 hours.
This forced each and every cadet
to work out a balance between
the food they needed, and
whether they could actually carry
it to the camp.
While on the camp, we were split
up into our individual Platoons
of 1 Platoon (Year 8), 2 Platoon
(Year 9), 3 Platoon (also Year 9)
and Pioneers (advanced Year 11
cadets) to work through some
crazy scenarios the Year 12 leaders
constructed for us.

Our first scenario happened just
after the safety briefing, when
suddenly some camouflaged
enemies came running out of the
bushes behind us and firing on
us (albeit they were only party
poppers, though they gave most
of the unit quite a fright) forcing
us to scatter and hide in the
bushes.
The people that hid by themselves
were struck down as casualties to
remind everyone of the focus of
the camp, teamwork, one of our
cadet values. Working as a team,
each Platoon used items from
the environment around them to
construct rope stretchers to carry
‘wounded’ Platoon members, and
to construct intricately placed and
cleverly designed observation posts
– large huts from dried grass,
heavily disguised lean-to’s and
even a suspended tree platform.

We also set up elaborate tripwires
to detect members of other
Platoons as they attempted to
sneak within the observation post
boundaries. However, by far the
most rewarding parts of the camp
were watching cadets create the
meals they had carefully planned,
packed and cooked, and watching
them help each other with missing
supplies and extra food.

Concert

Showcase

Congratulations to all our musicians from Year 4 to 12
who participated in our 2017 Showcase Concert at
the Newcastle Conservatorium on Sunday, 18 June. A
wonderfully diverse programmethat highlighted the
depth and breadth of music at our School.

Watching all our cadets
encourage, work and laugh
together in their Platoons, was
worth all the hard work and
training every Monday that it took
to get there.
SGT Emily Conlon
and SGT Azeem Travadi
Year 11

Burn

Bake &

U
T
SA

Years 9 & 10 Food Technology had the
opportunity to compete in the Bake or Burn
competition at Tocal Field Day. Groups had
20 minutes to make and plate a vegetable
and dairy dish. The experience was valued
by all students, enjoying the opportunity
to showcase their works and view fresh
produce and take in the fresh air at Tocal
Homestead.

40 Cadets participated in a two day survival bivouac from 4-5 June 2017 at Singleton Army Range.
The focus of this activity was teamwork and the skills required to survive in a hostile environment.
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Fest

Experiment
The Year 12 Chemistry
students visited Newcastle
University to participate in
the HSC Experimentfest.
They analysed solutions
using Atomic Absorption
Spectroscopy, UV-Visible
Spectroscopy and Back
Titration. This was a great
experience, which allowed
the students to consolidate
concepts and techniques and
use specialised equipment
which schools do not usually
have access to.

Gliding
Earlier this year, Oliver
Wentworth (Year 10) flew
solo in a glider. This flight
was made after many
practice sessions and is
a testament to Oliver’s
perseverance, skill and
courage. Oliver flies with the
Hunter Valley Gliding Club.

Da Vinci
Congratulations to our teams
that competed in the Da Vinci
Decathlon. Students completed
in ten separate challenges
in the areas of Science,
Engineering, English, Ideation
(Philosophy), Cartography, Code
Breaking, Creative Producers
(Drama), Mathematics, General
Knowledge and Poetry / Art.

Air Cadets
Takoda Nicetin (Year 8) has become an Air Cadet with
the Williamtown Squadron. The new cadet has already
enjoyed the benefits with fly school, abseiling, gliding,
camps, shooting and making new friends.
Each week Takoda attends drill practice, field craft
and service knowledge. “At first it feels a little bit like
school but then you get so many great opportunities”.
Takoda aims to be a CUO in the future and we wish
him all the best.

Paul Jarman
Park Campus students presented Paul Jarman’s ‘Dreaming in the Sky’ at the annual Easter
celebration. ‘Dreaming in the Sky’ is a much loved classic, suited to all children. The
evocative lyrics, melodies and harmonies touch an audiences heart.
Paul was at Newcastle Grammar School for the week, working on a new School song. We
look forward to hearing this performed later in 2017.
28
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T
T

Hunter House

hroughout Term One,
Hunter House had the
privilege of beginning the
journey of exploring Newcastle
Grammar School’s values of
Respect, Integrity, Service and
Excellence. As we all challenge
ourselves to grow our brains and
hearts and be the best we can be,
we are in fact encouraging each
other to RISE. Hunter House took
the School community on many
journeys as they presented their
vision of the value of RESPECT and
a shared humanity. In considering
what Respect looks like and feels
like it was concluded that all our
interactions must operate from a
basis of mutual Respect. Hunter
House believes that we build
our humanity and demonstrate
Respect every time we make an
authentic connection with another
human being, share our strengths
and allow ourselves to shine.
Hunter House used the EMERALD
– A dazzling, sparkling, brilliant,
bright, illuminous and most
importantly, multi-faceted,
precious stone to represent
Respect and the capacity that
exists within all of us to shine.
Indeed, ‘EVERY FACE MATTERS’
and true, universal respect is only
achieved when every individual
is given the opportunity to
contribute, in their own positive
and unique way, to a shared
human experience. An experience
that is underpinned by kindness,
empathy, forgiveness and
gratitude.
The pinnacle of Hunter Term was
Hunter Week which included
Hunter House Days and Hunter
House Chapel Services on both
Hill and Park Campuses. Hunter
Day engaged students from
Kindergarten to Year 12 and
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culminated in all students signing
a Wall of Respect. This symbolic
gesture reflected the connections
and feelings of belonging
that permeate throughout the
Newcastle Grammar School
family and also offered a visual
statement that EVERY FACE
MATTERS. The Hunter Wall
of Respect was inspired by an
Assembly presentation by Hunter
students on the creation of a Wall
of Respect in Chicago in 1967
which became a meeting place
and celebrated ‘Black Heroes’.
Other powerful assembly items
included the ‘My Enemy, My
Brother’ presentation as well as
the exploration in to the ways
that labels and social codes
limit our humanity and diminish
individuality.
Perhaps, Hunter Term’s most
resonating micro moment of
positivity was Joy Rugaruza’s brave
and moving rendition of ‘Scars to
Your Beautiful’ at both the Hunter
House Chapel Services. This song
truly encapsulated Hunter’s belief
that we show Respect by sharing
our spark with others. We have
the power to shine a light, bring
each other out of the shadows
and create an ‘everglow’. As Joy
sang so powerfully…
“There’s a hope that’s waiting for
you in the dark,
You should know you’re beautiful
just the way you are,
And you don’t have to change a
thing, the world could change its
heart,
No scars to your beautiful, we’re
stars and we’re beautiful.”
Hunter House would like to
express their deep gratitude
to the entire NGS family as
well as the wonderful Hunter

House Term

students, Captains, Mentors
and parents for their generous
contribution to Hunter Term and
their shared vision that, EVERY
FACE MATTERS. The Assembly
presentations, weekly Chapel
Services, social justice initiatives
including Community Lunches,
Share the Dignity and the NGS
Vietnam Project, beautiful
artworks and musical items, the
many Respect movies, newsletter
items, Schoolbox posts, Park
and Hill Campus Hunter House
Days and Hunter House Chapel
Services, the huge RESPECT letters,
the 400 pasta bowls, the 800
Hunter badges and the amazing
$4,271 that was raised between
both Campuses and presented
to Allambi Care and the NGS
Vietnam Project would not have
been possible without a village of
support.
In a highly complex and everevolving world that operates at
supersonic speeds there are some
things that remain constant and
will continue to endure. People
need people, and so let us all
continue to grow our brains
and hearts and RISE, while also
remembering the fundamental
importance of the value of
RESPECT. Let us embrace the
micro moments of positivity every
day and remember - Be true to
yourself, be strong, be brave and
don’t let your scars, vulnerabilities
or other people’s measurements
of you, prevent you from shining.
You are precious, multi-faceted
and you matter. Shine your own
light because in doing so you are
creating a beautiful ‘everglow’ for
all humanity.
EVERY FACE MATTERS
Ms M Thomas, Miss C Byrnes
and Hunter House
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Macquarie House

D

uring Macquarie term,
we explored INTEGRITY,
one of the four values of
the School. The word integrity
evolved from the Latin adjective
‘integer’, meaning whole or
complete. Therefore, integrity
is the inner sense of ‘wholeness’
derived from qualities such as
honesty and consistency of
character. Integrity is not just
limited to the School environment,
but also a key value in the wider
world. We exemplified this idea
through our motto ‘Fly your own
flag’, whereby we encouraged
everyone to do what is right even
when nobody is there to witness
it. We encouraged students and
staff to provide kindness, respect
and integrity not only in our
community at Newcastle Grammar
School, but also to the wider
community, where everyone can
fly their own flag.
The Macquarie family believes in
the values of:
• Honesty
• Passion and sportsmanship
- House spirit
• Respect, trust and support
• Being true to yourself, with
strong sense of morality.
So when the Macquarie family
talks about flying our own flag,
we mean that we aim to be
sincere and truthful and that we
are always guided by what is right.
We participate with energy and
enthusiasm, providing support to
each other as we work towards a
common goal, respectful of each
other’s unique qualities. We love
being together and enjoy having
fun.
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House Term

During the term, each mentor
group was given a flag to decorate
according to the value of integrity
and what integrity meant to their
mentor. These were hung in the
Hall to symbolise every student’s
commitment to and respect for
integrity. They all looked amazing.
We also celebrated some members
of our School who others noticed
were behaving in a way that
supports our values, by showing
kindness and acting with integrity.
We called these ‘Random Acts
of Integrity’ and students were
presented with a small token of
appreciation for their actions.

least one representative dancing at
all times. Students from Year 5 to
12 were involved as well as many
members of staff, with everyone
having a great time dancing away.
We raised over $2,000, with half
going towards the NGS Vietnam
Project, and the other half to Wall
of Hands, which helps provide
services and resources in order
to improve literacy in remote
Aboriginal communities.

Macquarie House continued to
support the Cathedral Community
Lunch programme, a worthy
service that provides hot meals to
those in need. Every fortnight,
students volunteered their time on
a Sunday to serve at these lunches.
This was a perfect opportunity for
students to give back to our local
community.

We want to thank the School
community for helping us raise
such an incredible amount of
money that will be going to
two great causes. It was also a
privilege to celebrate what makes
Macquarie House so special.

Our Chapel Service was a
reflection on the importance of
Integrity. The poem, ‘Invictus’, by
William Earnest Henley was read
aloud and the conviction of being
the “master of my fate, I am the
captain of my soul” resonated
with the School community. MCH
sang a beautiful song along with
some observations about Integrity
at the conclusion of the Service.

Thank you to the Vice Captains,
Caitlin Spencer and Eoin Brown,
Year 8 Captains, Isobel Prince and
Thomas Finlay and all those who
helped make this term a success.

Sabrina Kliousis and
Ryan Campbell
Macquarie House Captains
2017

Macquarie Day was celebrated on
the 22 June with the theme ‘crazy
sock day’. There were cupcakes
sold at recess and a barbecue at
lunch as well as a dance marathon
where each mentor had to have at
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Simon Halpin

I

am a Science Teacher specialising in Physics. I am
teaching Junior Mathematics (7-9) as well as Year
11 Physics this year.

This is my first year at Newcastle Grammar School. It
is my 12th year of full time teaching.
I enjoy helping students understand the world
around them through maths and science. I like
watching students work through interesting
problems or experiments and seeing their progress
over the course of the year or several years. Schools
are fun places and teenagers have lots of energy; I
like the dynamic school environment.
This School is a really busy place, I think most
students are more involved in a wider range of
activities than in other schools where I have worked.

After only 6 months
at the School, I think
my most memorable
moments might be
the Swimming and
Athletics Carnivals.
Macquarie House Day
dance competition
was also pretty
memorable.

Pro f i l e s

Josie Yan

am a Mandarin (K-12), ESL (English as Second
Language), Mathematics, Science, Physics and
Chemistry Teacher.

I have spent 14 Years in Australian government
schools and this is my first year at Newcastle
Grammar School
I enjoy watching the growth, development and
achievement of young people under my influence
both academically and emotionally. I appreciate
feedback from students, parents, colleagues,
supervisors and School Executive about my academic
expertise and personal strengths and weaknesses
through the teaching process. This allows me to
improve myself to become a better teacher. I enjoy
hearing comments such as “Ms Yan is a great
teacher.”
How does Newcastle Grammar School differ from
other schools you have worked at? First, both
classrooms and staff room are air conditioned.
Second, students are more dedicated and they take
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United Nations

A passion for

The Music programme
is very strong and
there are many more
student performances
than in my previous
schools.

Staff

I

Equality

Staff

the offer of extra assistance outside of class. The
School’s goals are set and achieved. Staff work more
efficiently and effectively together to promote the
School and improve student achievement.
Most memorable moment at Newcastle Grammar
School: Year 8
Language Day.
Students’ enjoyment
of Chinese language
and culture is an
encouragement
for me to work
steadily towards
successful promotion
of Mandarin at
Newcastle Grammar
School.

S

arah Brown is a champion
for human rights and is
prepared to stand up and
speak out about injustice. At
the age of sixteen, Sarah joined
the Youth United Nations and
in 2017 attended the selective
Conference for Future Leaders.
Sarah described the experience as
“a hub for young people to share
their views and opinions about
important issues occurring in
Australia and around the world.”
During the Conference, each
Student was assigned a National
Delegate role, this allowed for
complex discussions to take place.
Many of the discussions revolved
around the current Syrian Refugee
Crisis, World Leaders and their
policies, bullying and illicit drug
use.
Sarah was assigned to represent
the Western Nations during
the conference, a difficult feat
given the current climate. Sarah
conducted her National Delegation
role on the moral standing of
‘what is best for the people rather
than personal gain’.
Sarah was also chosen to be a
member of the Human Rights
Council and participated in
debates. The formal proceedings
created a legal element to the
real-life scenarios that were
discussed. The debates create a

wonderful dynamic where diverse
opinions converse in a structured
environment. It allows young
people the opportunity to explore
forming ideas about society and
world issues and for those ideas to
be challenged by their peers.
The attendees are diverse in socioeconomic, cultural backgrounds
and political alignment which
allows for an array of opinions and
views to be expressed. “You get
to meet like-minded people and
people that can either consolidate
or challenge your views” explained
Sarah.
The last day of the Conference
consisted of a General Assembly
where students debated topics
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. The
Assembly is “a place to have a
voice and to feel like you are being
heard, the chance to feel like you
can create change for the good
of others and is a great place to
collaborate, insight change and
breakdown generational barriers,”
described Sarah.

This well-spoken, inspiring and
strong young woman is now in
Year 10 and we look forward to
watching her grow and develop
into an advocate for the greater
good.

Sarah has since been involved
in the Gender Equality Summit
and the NSW Public Speaking
Evatt Competition. The Gender
Equality Summit is a topic Sarah is
passionate about. Developing an
interest in modern day feminism
and its meaning and relevance.
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Community

OUR

Cystic Fibrosis Fundraiser
Thank you to the students in Brass RaZoo,
Mr Sherringham and Mr Young for their fine
performance at the Cystic Fibrosis fundraiser. The
event was organised by Mr and Mrs Green and was
held at their property in Clarence Town. An incredible
effort raised $16,825 for Cystic Fibrosis NSW.

The Vietnam Project

Brass RaZoo were firing and got the crowd dancing
with their new repertoire. It was great to catch up
with Alan and Bronwyn Green again while supporting
such a worthy cause.

Supporting

Long Hai School and
Trum Bao Orphanage

May the Fourth

The Vietnam project consists of supporting Long Hai School and Trum Bao
Orphanage, two communities in Vietnam.

Steve G from 1029 KOFM along with Kate Dundas (Year
9) as Princess Leia and The 501st Legion visited the John
Hunter Children’s Hospital to cheer up the kids. Kate has
been doing this for many years.
May the Fourth be with you!

This partnership aims to bring together both Newcastle Grammar School and the Vietnam
communities to raise much needed funds to establish a sporting field to strengthen the
School’s connection with their community, create a library facility and hair dressing salon.
This enriching collaboration will allow both communities to share in culture and embrace
each others diversity.

Help Us Make a Difference
From students and parents to teachers and the wider community,
fell free to drop us a line on 4929 5811 and see what we can do
together to make a difference. All donations of $2 and over will
be gratefully acknowledged and are tax deductible.

T

oday in Assembly a guest
came to share her life story.
My Huong Le showed
courage and resilience and her life
story shows everyone can follow
their dreams.
When she was 1 month old, her
dad left her in Vietnam and only
five years later she was sent to
Australia with her brother as her
Mum thought it would be too
dangerous to stay in that country.
Later in Canberra, My Huong Le
was adopted by who she thought
was a loving family who would
take good care of her, but really
it wasn’t what she expected as
she experienced abuse. After My
Huong Le’s adoptive Mum died,
her adoptive father had made the
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decision to permanently move to
Tasmania. Her brother moved, but
she couldn’t stand moving again
and leaving all her friends that
helped her go through hard times
including overcoming thoughts
of suicide. My Huong Le stayed
in Canberra and her neighbours
checked on her.
My Huong Le moved to Africa for
a few years and saw how people
can go through a hard time.
Suddenly, she knew what she
wanted to do with her life: to help
Mums who couldn’t afford to take
care or provide a home for their
children in Vietnam, where she
was born.

Her dream came true. Now,
every day she tries hard to make
sure an orphanage isn’t just a
place for kids but a home. This
is the orphanage that our School
supports through our House days.
My Huong Le has adopted two
lovely boys; one 14 and the other
6. She is not only their mum but
their hero.
This story made me feel sad. As
a child, I can’t imagine what it
would be like to live the type of
life that My Huong Le has lived. It
also made me realise no matter
what age or what obstacle you
come across, you can follow your
dreams and no path is the wrong
path.
Lexi Elkovich
Year 6 Student

Ronald McDonald House
Sophie Finlay (Year 10) and Thomas Finlay
(Year 8) helped collect goodies from donators
and delivered toilet paper, tissues, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, underwear, hairbrushes,
Vegemite and Milo to Ronald McDonald
House.

Community Lunch
Community Lunch on
Sundays. Students helping
those in need in Newcastle.
Thanks to all our student
volunteers.
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Hill Campus

Park Campus

Email
office@ngs.nsw.edu.au

Website
www.ngs.nsw.edu.au

Cnr Church & Newcomen Street
Newcastle NSW 2300
T (02) 4929 5811

Cnr Union Street & Parkway Avenue
Cooks Hill NSW 2300
T (02) 4925 2121

