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Mrs Erica Thomas
Head of School
As we mark our Centenary year and reflect on the 

visions, the tough times and the triumphs that make 

up our School’s remarkable history, it is also a timely 

opportunity to celebrate current achievements and to 

look to the future.

We are now embarking on our next Strategic Plan, as 

well as developing an exciting Master Plan to ensure 

we provide the facilities we need for the students of 

tomorrow.

In our current strategic plan, we have made 

significant gains that are benefiting students and 

positioning us for the future.

In the important area of STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics ), we now have a 

K-12 STEM curriculum that means all primary-aged 

students learn coding as well as ensuring pathways 

are open for students to undertake STEM subjects to 

HSC level.  

A partnership with the University of Sydney’s STEM 

Teacher Enrichment Academy is giving our teachers 

new knowledge, skills and resources; we are 

continuing to expand industry connections and we 

will begin a new Science extension course in Term 4. 

Another positive development has been our growing 

use of data to support student development. All K-12 

students now have their results tracked and we will 

soon be rolling out software to show student growth 

and highlight areas where we would like to see 

further improvement.

Our growth in enrolments over the last two years 

has led to a stronger financial position for the School 

and has enabled significant reinvestment in campus 

facilities. The recently upgraded Berkeley Bridge and 

the new Centenary Field area have expanded the 

outdoor space on Hill Campus. In the last three years, 

we have doubled the space for play.

4.

We are also continuing our strong focus on student 

wellbeing and Positive Education, integrating these 

vital programmes across curriculum and Co-curricular 

areas. 

It has been a pleasure to witness our students’ 

enthusiasm for many new projects that imbue them 

with a sense of service and build school community, 

including the new Hill Campus rooftop garden 

and 2018 K-4 Take Action projects which you can 

read about in this issue. It was also wonderful to 

see students from Years 4 to 11 come together 

recently to stage the musical Annie, a remarkable 

and professional production that left the audience 

smiling.

There is certainly much to celebrate in the present, as 

we plan for the future.

I hope you enjoy this special Centenary edition of 

Spectemur Agendo.

Mrs Erica Thomas

Head of School



Concert 
in the 
Park
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CENTENARY 
Founders’  Day Service

1918 - 2018

Saturday, 28th July 20188.

Newcastle Grammar School has marked 100 years 

of educating Novocastrians, with students and their 

families, the local community and many former 

Grammarians coming together to celebrate.

Head of School, Mrs Erica Thomas said the School’s 

history was a story of  “vision, struggle and triumph”.

Established near the end of World War I with about 

40 students, NGS weathered the devastating Spanish 

influenza epidemic, droughts, the Great Depression 

and World War II. The School overcame a series of 

financial crises in its early years and again in the 

1960s, when it survived due to the strong support of 

the Board, Parents and Friends Association and past 

student association.

In 1976, it became part of the Pittwater House group 

of schools in its quest for stability, at which point, 

boarding ended and boys were enrolled – albeit in 

separate classes to the girls. Then in 1992, the School 

began to resemble the NGS of today – independent 

and fully co-educational from Kindergarten to Year 

12, with the return of ownership to Newcastle.

“The early Founders could not have imagined the 

School of today with 820 students from Pre-School 

to Year 12 spread over two campuses. They could not 

have envisaged STEM programmes utilising current 

technologies – nor a school with partner schools 

in France, Japan and China to enhance language 

learning and exchanges. Can you imagine what they 

would think of subjects like Software Design and 

Business Studies?” Mrs Thomas said.

But Mrs Thomas said the early founders’ vision that 

the School would not only endure, but would thrive, 

had been realised.

Celebrating
100 Years 
of NGS “As the city has changed around us – so have we as 

a School and I hope you feel a sense of belonging to 

something special and a sense of pride in who we are 

and the role we have taken in this community for 100 

years.“

More than 200 former students, some of whom 

attended the School as far back as the 1930s and 

40s, joined together to celebrate Founders’ Day at a 

service in Christ Church Cathedral in July. The service 

was led by the Bishop of Newcastle and NGS Patron, 

the Right Reverend Dr Peter Stuart, and Dean of the 

Cathedral, the Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer.

The former Grammarians, some of whom had 

travelled from as far afield as Melbourne, Canberra 

and Wagga Wagga, then toured the School and 

reunited with former school friends to share their 

memories and stories at luncheons at The Newcastle 

Club and at the School.

Mrs Sylvia Deering (nee Horn), who started boarding 

at NGS in 1934, was at the luncheon with her two 

daughters, Suzanne Deering and Joanne Windeyer, 

also former students. 

“There weren’t many boarders when I was here and I 

remember our midnight feasts,” Mrs Horn said “It’s a 

very, very different place today.”

Mrs Thomas said the Centenary was not only a time 

to reflect on the School’s past, but to look towards its 

exciting future.

“Like the Founders of this School, who could not 

have imagined Newcastle or the NGS of today, 

those of us here now are creating the stories and 

are forming the culture that both contributes to the 

present and helps the School move to the next stage 

of its existence,” Mrs Thomas said.

The celebrations will continue with The Centenary Ball 

in October.



REMEMBERING 
THE OLD SCHOOL 
DAYS
Former Grammarians who returned to celebrate 
Newcastle Grammar School’s Centenary shared some 
of their memories of their school days – from great 
friendships to detentions and midnight feasts. 

Roslyn McCandlish
Graduated 1967

“I had a very, very happy time at school. We had some 

wonderful teachers…There was a real community 

atmosphere. Classes were small so you knew everyone really 

well. And there was much more open space.”

Sue Flanagan (nee Lamb)
Graduated 1963

“We loved school and loved our friendships. I was not 

particularly academic but the bond of friendship was amazing 

and I did learn many life skills at NGS. We were mischievous… 

we had fun and all our teachers had fun with us, but we didn’t 

overstep the mark.”

10.

Sylvia Deering (nee Horn) 
Boarder 1934-35 (Pictured on the left: Far left)

“There weren’t many boarders and I remember our midnight feasts. It’s a 
very, very different place today.”

Joanne Windeyer 
(nee Deering) 
Graduated 1967 

(Pictured on the right: Far left)

“My best memories are of the friendships I 

made at school. I’m still in touch with many 

of my old school friends. The other memory 

that comes back is the music teacher, Miss 

Ford, chasing us for choir, which was held 

at lunchtime. We would be lying in the sun 

and she’d come looking for us and would 

get quite frustrated.”

Suzanne Deering 
Graduated 1963 
(Pictured on the right: Far right

“School was wonderful, it gave us a 

good grounding. There were a lovely 

lot of girls and a wonderful time in our 

lives. I think we all had broad horizons. 

I worked in Canada and Germany 

and most of the students travelled 

and worked overseas after school….

Everything you need in life you were 

given in that school.”

Suzanne travelled from Melbourne to 

attend the Founders’ Day luncheon

Peter Boyd
Graduated 1983

“I was in the first year of boys going through from Year 7 onwards and was the first boy 

School Captain. It was fun, it was a good environment. It was all pretty new because the 

boys had just joined. We had separate classes to the girls most of the way through, but 

in Year 12 Biology, I was the only boy with 19 girls.” 

Mother and Daughters return to NGS



Harry Horgan
Boarded at Broughton House, 1949

“We had an old master called Mr Allan who taught Maths and 

English and that has stuck with me forever,” he recalled. 

THE BOYS FROM 
BROUGHTON 
SCHOOL
The Broughton School (later Newcastle Church of 

England Grammar School for Boys) was a separate 

entity, but shared ties with the Church of England 

Grammar School for Girls including council members, 

school patrons and family members. Both schools 

were evacuated to the town of Morpeth in 1942 

during World War II amid fears of a Japanese attack. 

Their proximity resulted in a period of intertwined 

histories, with many combined events such as speech 

day and carol services.

12.

Haldane Llewellyn Griffiths 
Attended Broughton School
1937-1946, including the wartime years 

“It was difficult times during the war years and we didn’t have enough 

teaching staff. There were students, mostly theological students, 

teaching us – in many ways we knew more about things than they did.”

“It was only when you were naughty that you got in trouble and I 

occasionally got the cane, like when I was caught stealing watermelons 

from the other side of the Hunter River. Basically, we didn’t get anything 

we didn’t deserve.” 

Pictured above: Hal is seated third from the left in the bottom row



Newcastle Club Luncheon 
Celebrating our Centenaryy
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Founders’  Day 
Reunion
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Founders’  Day 
School Celebration
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Tanya Wilks 
Local radio host

Carol Duncan
Councillor

Mrs Erica Thomas
Head of School

Newcastle Grammar School united the local community for a great day of 

entertainment in May, with an outdoor concert topped off by a live screening 

of the Newcastle Jets contesting the Hyundai A-League grand final.

Plans for the May, 5 NGS Concert in the Park were already underway 

when the Jets won a place in the final – and it became clear that not all 

Novocastrians keen to see the game would be able to get tickets. 

“Once we were made aware of so many people missing out on Jets tickets, 

we wanted to help and worked with Newcastle City Council to help find a 

solution,” said NGS Head Mrs Erica Thomas.

The School teamed up with Council and Revitalise Newcastle to run a live 

screening of the game following the afternoon concert in King Edward Park, 

with the day attracting more than 5000 attendees.

The festivities began with Newcastle talent and former The Voice contestant, 

Pete McCredie, followed by Australian celebrity Justine Clarke from ABC 

Kids, and the main act, John Morrison’s Swing City Big Band featuring Jacki 

Cooper.

Then the big screen came alive for the grand final. While Melbourne Victory 

ended up taking home the A-League trophy, the day was a winner for the 

local community.

“We were thrilled to be able to share the day with the community,” 

Mrs Thomas said. “The live screening after our local and national talents 

performed was just the icing on the cake for our event.”

Concert in 
the Park 

20.

A day of celebrating 100 years of Newcastle Grammar School with the community. 



Whole school brings musical 
Annie to the stage2018 Production

22.

Centenary Production 

The whole School community joined together to stage an uplifting 

production of the much-loved musical Annie as part of Centenary Year 

celebrations in July. 

For the first time, students from Years 4-11 united to put on the whole-of-

school musical, staged over three nights to applauding audiences at the 

Griffith Duncan Theatre at the University of Newcastle.

The part of Annie was played by Lucy O’Brien (Year 8) and Alice Jeffery 

(Year 6) while students from across all years performed in principal and 

ensemble roles in the magical tale of heartbreak, deception, love and 

laughter.  

The School’s talented music students formed the orchestra. 

“Producing a musical of this enormity is no small feat! However, 

Newcastle Grammar School is a place where students can be nurtured and 

encouraged to RISE, and this production certainly reflects our core values 

of Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence,” said Executive Producer Kevin 

Young, NGS Director of Music. 

Staff from across many areas of the School helped make the show a 

success, including Associate Music Director Erin Sweetman, Associate 

Producer Jordan Grant, Production Assistant and Drama Coach Eily 

Pleming, STEM teacher Sally Mackay who designed the costumes, Leigh 

Sherringham, and Communications and Maintenance staff. 

The stage manager was Emma Wood and the show was directed by Luke 

Aspinall with Assistant Director and Choreographer Laura Dawson, who has 

been working with NGS for a number of years choreographing productions.

Head of School Mrs Erica Thomas said the musical, held to coincide with 

Founders’ Day events, was an ideal way to mark the School’s Centenary.

 “What a wonderful production and a huge credit to the cast from Years 4 

to 11 and crew and staff who produced such a professional show. Annie 

was a joyful production and it was great to see how hard work and talent 

came together in such a positive way,” Mrs Thomas said.

“Thank you to the School community who supported it and we will look to 

a school musical becoming a permanent part of the NGS programme.”

Whole school brings musical 
Annie to the stage
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“I’ve seen lots of changes. K-12 used 

to have the same recess and lunch and 

after a couple of months, everyone 

knew everyone else in the school.”

“I have some very fond memories of 

life at NGS, both in and outside of 

the classroom. One I am particularly 

fond of is the 2006 New Zealand 

Ski Trip and racing the likes of Pat 

Lowe, Jono Dunn, Jarrad Mounser 

and others down the Luge track. 

I can still hear the excuses of why 

they couldn’t catch me! I can also 

remember how one of the above lost 

control and ran off the track, only 

to be seen sheepishly limping to the 

finish line shortly afterwards. And 

I can also remember the cheers for 

Mario from the crowd as he returned 

to the start line to race again!”

Leigh CarrollHelen Tabart

David and Cassy 
Braggett

Judy Wotton

Teacher Memories 

“NGS provided us with great memories 

of working with professional colleagues 

and motivated students for the more 

than 10 years we worked there. I 

(David) also remember being both 

excited and trepidatious about what 

could possibly top Macquarie House’s 

winning swim cheer each time....seven 

years in a row!”

“December 1976 was my first visit 

to a school function. It was Speech 

Night in the Horbury Hunt Hall (then 

known as the Cathedral Hall).  It was 

Mrs Stewart’s last time as Headmistress 

before Mr Morgan took over the 

reins. The Hall was three quarters 

full with the whole  school (only girls 

and junior school boys and girls) and 

parents. I remember the Bishop looking 

down at the front row of infants and 

announcing that they had all gone to 

sleep (maybe after his speech).”

Robert Barter

26.

“I have some wonderful memories 

trekking the Kokoda Track twice with 

students and staff from our School, 

helping out with a number of villages 

along the way including the Menari 

School. Farkwa was another special 

occasion where we traveled with  World 

Vision Australia throughout Tanzania 

and supporting our Sister School in 

Farkwa. I also have fond memories 

of taking students to flying lessons at 

Rutherford with Mr Chris Teale who 

taught over 50 of our students the joys 

of flying. Many of these students are 

now commercial pilots or working in 

Defence.” 

Robert Barter

Page 20
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Mary Stewart
Graduating Class of 1961

As part of the Centenary celebrations, this issue of 

Spectemur Agendo tells the stories of past Newcastle 

Grammar School students who are following their 

passions in fields as diverse as the arts, health, 

teaching, engineering and law.

The former students highlight life lessons learned 

during their time at NGS – including independence, 

leadership and giving back to community – as key to 

their success.

“It is wonderful to discover the many ways in which 

NGS has opened the door for former students to 

pursue their dreams”, says Director of Teaching and 

Learning Mrs Lisa Peterson.

“One of our key goals is to provide students with an 

educational experience that supports them to develop 

the capacities they will need to be successful in an 

ever-changing, increasingly complex world,” Mrs 

Peterson says.

ALUMNI FILES 
Fostering future success in 

an ever-changing world 

“We strive to instill in students a belief in their 

capacity to succeed, to develop the behaviours and 

skills necessary to engage in the hard work and 

undertake the deliberate practice necessary to achieve 

success, and to ignite the passion that motivates them 

to aspire to become better.”

Mrs Peterson says NGS strives to provide a learning 

environment in which students develop lifelong habits 

and skills that not only foster future success, but that 

will help them to overcome challenges along the way.

“By nurturing the development of what is known as a 

“Growth Mindset”, we hope that we open the door 

for students to pursue their dreams and achieve their 

goals,” she says.

“Our Alumni are inspiring examples of how that 

makes a real difference once NGS students walk out 

the school gates at the end of their schooling, and 

into the broader world.”

28.

Mary Stewart
Graduating Class of 1961

Mary Stewart (nee Henery) was Dux of her 1961 

graduating class at NGS. She later married the 

Principal’s son, and pursued careers ranging from 

academia to running a small business. 

“Achieving academic success was very important 

to me.  I enjoyed learning and studying, particularly 

reading, and still do,” says Mary Stewart.

Attending NGS from 1957 to 1961, initially as a 

boarder then as a day student, her best memory is 

living in the boarding house with all her adopted 

“sisters”.

Mary admits her tendency to speak her mind meant 

she wasn’t always in the teachers’ good books.

“I was a very outspoken student, particularly about 

perceived injustices to myself or other students,” 

she recalls. “I already valued honesty over ‘good 

behaviour’, which did get me into strife quite often. I 

think these days it would be recognised and valued as 

assertiveness in the interest of everyone’s wellbeing.”

One of her main mentors at NGS was Mrs Kathleen 

Stewart, who taught Mary some of her favourite 

subjects including English and Ancient History, and 

who went on to become NGS Headmistress from 

1968 -1976.

“Kath was a mentor. More than that, she liked me 

and gave me confidence to pursue academic goals 

(and her son!),” Mary says. 

Mary met Mrs Stewart’s son David at a university 

dance and married him the day after she graduated 

in 1966.

Mary says that upon finishing school, she really 

wanted to become a journalist, but after being told 

the Newcastle Herald wasn’t taking any female cadets 

that year, she instead embarked on a teaching degree 

on a Department of Education Scholarship, giving her 

the money she needed to survive.

She taught for a short time, before she and David 

had three children. The family spent 15 years living 

in Hong Kong, where Mary then studied for a Master’s Degree in Applied 

Linguistics and taught English to Chinese university students.

Back in Australia, she worked for the University of Technology, Sydney and 

University of Sydney teaching languages and looking after the increasing 

number of international students and local non-English speaking students 

attending university. 

Mary says her career changed track when she returned to Newcastle in 

1988 and bought the old San Marco Italian restaurant in Pacific Street, 

which she ran for five years, following this  she established a business 

called Terraces for Tourists, which provided short-term holiday and business 

stays in Newcastle East.

“Those small business ventures were in part borne out of my experience as 

a young boarder at NGS,” she says.

“Independence develops early if you live away from home. In general, I 

think it is life experience that teaches you, resilience, for example, and 

some of that comes from those early days. Also leadership skills emerge 

and so I eventually had the nerve to run my own businesses.” 

Now retired, Mary is putting her energy into co-writing a book about travel 

in Italy.



Dale Middleby
Graduating Class of 1971

Dale Middleby and her three sisters attended 

Newcastle Grammar School over an 18-year 

period. Her French teacher Mme Marie Renaud 

left a lasting impression.

The “Middleby Girls” were a part of Newcastle 

Grammar School for 18 years. First to enrol was Helen 

in 1958, followed by Diana and Dale, who started in 

Years 5 and 2 in 1960, followed by their youngest 

sister Ruth, eight years later.

Being an all-girls’ school at that time, their three 

brothers attended different schools.

Dale, who recently retired from her role as senior 

curator for the Canberra Museum and Gallery, says 

her over-riding memories from NGS are of great 

friendships, and of the French teacher Mme Marie 

Renaud.

“She taught me from second class right through to 

Year 12. She was very special to me – I still remember 

the first lesson she taught my class.”

Not only has that lesson (about Mrs Mouse and a 

pretty house) stuck with Dale, but she has retained 

enough French to understand the language when she 

has visited France as a tourist, if not speak it fluently.

 “She was a superb teacher, not only of the French 

language, but of the culture. She used to play us a 

wonderful lot of music, including Nanna Mouskouri – 

who was Greek but apparently had a perfect French 

accent when she sang in French,” she says.

“Looking back, Mme Renaud was quite an 

adventurous educator for the time.”

Dale moved to Canberra after finishing school and 

started a degree in Arts and Asian Studies, which she 

ended up leaving to begin work. Like many of her 

school friends, she also travelled overseas.

“My parents were keen for us to be well educated 

and well travelled, we were part of a generation that 

had a very privileged upbringing,” she says.

Dale married and had four children and initially took 

a part-time job in a local museum to fit in with family 

life.

That sparked her interest in history and led to 

her studying Cultural Heritage Management and 

Curatorship at the Australian National University.

She worked at the Canberra Museum for two 

decades, firstly as Assistant Curator and then as 

Senior Curator, until her recent retirement.

Dale travelled from Canberra to attend the NGS 

Centenary celebrations and says students today have 

a very different experience than she and her sisters 

did at school, as NGS has changed with the times. 

“I am sure it’s a very different world now. Having boys 

there for a start would be very different – they were a 

rare sight for us.”
Dale is pictured top row, second from the left. Year 2 class

Paula McPhail
Graduating Class of 1965

Paula Cotton was about 11 years old when 

she was photographed with long plaits, a neat 

uniform, hat and school case, at the newly 

erected Margaret Lawrance Memorial Gates at 

Newcastle Grammar School’s Hill campus. 

More than 60 years later, that scene was recreated 

when Paula (now Paula McPhail) returned to NGS to 

celebrate the School’s Centenary.

Her connection with NGS dates back even further, 

her mother was a student, and her aunt later taught 

at the School, before Paula enrolled in third class in 

1957.

Paula lived in Newcastle with her grandparents so she 

could attend NGS as a day student, going home to 

see her parents in the Hunter Valley on weekends.

“At that time, we all knew most of the other students 

at school,” she says.”When I started, the older girls 

interacted with the young ones quite a bit and I 

remember the names of those girls who were in 

fourth and fifth year when I was in primary school. It 

was a small community.”

While many of her school friends left at the end of 

Year 9, Paula continued to complete her Leaving 

Certificate, graduating in 1965 in one of the final 

cohorts to sit the exam before it was replaced by the 

NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC).

“I came from a family that believed in girls’ education 

luckily; there was no question that I was going 

through to fifth form,” she says. “There were only 

nine of us in the leaving year.”

After finishing school, Paula went to Art School in 

Newcastle then moved to Sydney to finish her course.  

Paula then went on to work in advertising for several 

years. She married, had two sons, and remained living 

in Sydney, although she has travelled extensively 

throughout her life. 

Paula says she remains in close touch with one friend who was a year ahead of 

her at NGS, but she reunited with some other friends she hadn’t seen since her 

school days at the Founder’s Day luncheon.

“One friend, Joanne, genuinely remembered me, it was pretty amazing,” she 

says.
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Sue Boland
Graduating Class of 1967

Sue Boland was a boarder at NGS and became 

the first School Captain in 1967. She recalls 

inspiring teachers and the foundations of her 

lifelong faith.

“Like so many students who boarded at Grammar 

in the 1960s, my father was a country boy who had 

grown up in the Great Depression and served in 

World War II,” says Sue Boland.

Most of the boarders at that time came from families 

who earned their living off the land and from small 

businesses.

“When it came to providing an education for their 

children, the Newcastle Church of England Grammar 

School ticked lots of boxes for these men and 

their families...a school for girls, a church school, a 

boarding school and one that could be accessed by 

train.”

After a hesitant start, Sue “embraced boarding 

school with both hands… tennis lessons, individual 

speech lessons, Saturday afternoons in the summer 

spent walking down to the beachside salt water 

pool, occasional midnight feasts, orchestra concerts, 

laughter and always lots of friends with whom to 

exchange ideas.”

NGS went through difficult times in the 1960s, but 

an upside was that class and boarder numbers were 

small and staff had an ideal opportunity to get to 

know each student individually.

“Certainly I am indebted to several staff who came 

into my life at that time. Three particular teachers 

stand out,” she says. Mrs Kath Stewart, who later 

became Headmistress, was “a highly intelligent and 

incredibly competent classroom teacher” who was 

not only committed to her subjects (English and 

History), but to developing the whole person, Sue 

says.

Miss Ruth Coleman gave her a love for drama, 

provided numerous opportunities for students to 

be involved in public speaking, and listened to her 

questions about faith.

“Thanks to her patience I discovered faith was more 

than just going to church on Sunday,” Sue says.  

“About 20 or so years later, I sought out both Mrs 

Stewart and Miss Colman to thank them for the part 

they played in my life.”

Sue says that Miss Lynette Thompson, who 

became NGS Headmistress in 1966, gave her the 

encouragement and practical support to go on to 

study Primary Education in Sydney.

“I am grateful to Miss Thompson for seeing in this 

country kid a potential teacher.”

“There are many stories of adventure – and 

misadventure – from my time at NGS,” she says.

“At times, the teachers must have wondered if we 

would ever grow up! The behaviour was certainly 

addressed but in most cases the time was also taken 

to see beyond the behaviour and to not allow the 

‘incident’ to define the student and derail their hopes 

for the future.”

“The School opened a window on a wider world for 

the girls, many of whom came from small country 

towns,” she says.

Sue taught at schools including PLC Croydon, 

Roseville College and Wenona, the United Nations 

International School in Hanoi, Vietnam, and later 

became Head of Junior School at Carinya Christian 

School in Tamworth.

Over the past 10 years, she and her husband have 

spent much of their time working in Africa, putting 

their experience into action.

That has included helping establish a secondary 

school in Tanzania and working in south west 

Uganda, where poverty is rife and many are 

devastated by HIV/AIDS, developing material to better 

equip pastors, bible college students and lay people 

when working with children and teenagers. 
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Letter writing, the 
transistor taboo and a TV 
“Technology, as we know it today, simply didn’t exist for the boarders at NGS in the 

1960s,” Sue Boland says.

 “Transistor radios were high tech, but of course for the boarder they were taboo. 

The only way of communicating with family was the weekly hand written letter.”

Students were only permitted to write to those people whose names and addresses 

had been approved by their parents, and each girl had to write a letter home every 

Saturday – a “chore” some attempted to avoid by ensuring their letter missed the 

weekly post so it could be recycled and sent the following week. 

However, in about 1965, Sue says things changed when the McMullins family 

donated a television to the School.

“Certainly we didn’t have a TV in our home in Merriwa at that time, so the snowy 

black and white images made even the news come to life before our eyes,” she says.



Lorraine’s Memories 
of CEGGS 

•	 The “length of hair” inspection once a month (to be tied 

up if it touched the collar).

•	 Fees were £33 a term for day girls and twice that for 

boarders.

•	 The pride felt when the school formed a guard of 

honour for the annual Law Courts’ Cathedral service.

•	 All students being given 100% for French Oral in the 

Leaving Certificate – thanks to Madame Renaud’s focus 

on correct pronunciation.

•	 The superb Sunday roasts followed by fruit salad and 

cream; and bubble and squeak once a week moving to 

twice a week after the housekeeper’s budget was cut.
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Lorraine Samuel
Graduating Class of 1965

Lorraine Samuel (nee Rippon) has been 

instrumental in helping former Grammarians 

remain in touch since she graduated. Her talent 

as a pianist saw her regularly called on to play 

the hymn at Morning Prayer, and led to a career 

teaching music.

For four years, Lorraine Samuel travelled three hours 

a day to and from school in Newcastle from her home 

on the south-eastern side of Lake Macquarie, relying 

on public transport because it was beyond the cut-off 

point for the school bus.

“We spent the time doing our homework, with the 

older girls helping the younger ones. Because we 

always worked conscientiously, the bus conductors 

allowed us to sit in a group upstairs, where we were 

all guaranteed a seat,” she recalls.

At School, music was one of her favourite lessons – 

it’s a passion that hasn’t waned.

“The Cathedral organist, Mr Keith Noake, was our 

choir master for a few years and also my piano 

teacher. The Cathedral gave organ scholarships, and I 

was fortunate enough to be granted one,” she says.

“The girls who could play the piano took turns 

playing the hymn each morning at Morning Prayer. 

Mrs Bradley decided that I needed to brush up on 

my sight-reading skills, so would only give me three 

minutes to quickly read the hymn before playing it.”

Lorraine was a day girl from 1961 to 1964 but after 

winning a Commonwealth Secondary Scholarship, 

talked her parents into spending it on her boarding 

for her final year.

“Although the boarders often came from far away 

towns, and sometimes other countries, we were 

family, with ages ranging from four to 17, and so 

many lasting friendships were made with pupils from 

other classes and with teachers,” she says.

One of the most significant figures in her schooling 

was Headmistress Miss Evelyn Heath. 

“She was very approachable and fair. I did best at 

School when she was my teacher, “ she says. “She 

took Morning Prayer, during which she always gave 

us a homily on how a lady should conduct herself.”

She is also grateful to Mrs Daly, an art teacher who 

taught her how to make bouquets for presentation at 

Speech Night – a hobby she still enjoys.

Disaster struck for Lorraine in her last two months 

of final year – she spent three weeks bedbound 

with measles, followed by a bone graft and lengthy 

hospital stay. She ended up needing to repeat the 

Leaving Certificate at another school, as NGS was no 

longer offering it – but she went on to win a place at 

the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and became a 

studio music teacher. She continues to teach piano at 

her Sydney studio today.

Lorraine says that when she first moved to Sydney, 

the Old Girls Union asked if she would become 

Sydney Liaison Officer, and she took on the job 

of organising an annual function for former 

Grammarians in Sydney. 

She successfully rallied up to 60 former Grammarians 

to attend each event, with the money raised going 

towards a gift to the School.

The Old Girl’s Union ended when CEGGS became 

NGS, but Lorraine has continued to arrange reunions 

and was instrumental in spreading the word about 

the Centenary celebrations to many “old girls”.

While the School has seen many changes, she says 

some things remain the same; “It is pleasing to see 

that the values we were so conscientiously taught are 

a most important component of the School today.”



Wendy Swager (nee Spooner), who now runs 

two social service companies in the United States 

and is a sought-after pubic speaker, says NGS 

helped each student to realise their potential.

Wendy Swager admits she was a mischievous student, 

often playing practical jokes, but says her teachers 

at NGS managed to redirect her energy into projects 

with meaningful outcomes.

“NGS had small classes and teachers were 

encouraged to teach students based on their 

individual needs and preferred learning style,” she 

says. “There was no average student; there was a 

classroom of people who all possessed unlimited 

potential. NGS helped each student realise their 

potential.”

Wendy was intrigued by human development and 

behavior and completed a BA and Diploma in Science 

in Psychology at the University of Newcastle, after 

finishing school.

She met her husband while studying there and they 

immigrated to his home country, the United States, in 

1985. 

Today, Wendy is the CEO and owner of two 

companies that provide social services in the State 

of Arizona. In 2000, she opened SOREO, In Home 

Support Services LLC, which provides in-home 

services to people with disabilities and the elderly. The 

company now supports about 1500 people in three 

counties.

She opened a second company in 2010 providing 

skilled care to people at the end of their life. 

Wendy has pioneered alternate management models 

for in-home services, has advised on government 

regulation in the sector, and is considered a business 

efficiency expert.

As well as offering consulting services throughout the 

United States, Wendy is a sought-after public speaker. 

That’s not surprising, given her best memory of NGS is 

being part of the debating team.

“Mrs Montgomery would spend many hours coaching 

the team. Her absolute faith in the team led us to 

win many competitions and build our individual 

confidence. She made a difference to our lives,” 

Wendy says.

NGS had a progressive attitude to girls’ education 

in the 1970s, a time when girls were often not 

encouraged to pursue further education or a career.

“Teachers like Mrs Montgomery and the Headmistress 

Mrs Stewart would talk to students about their hopes 

and dreams,” she says.” We were expected to go to 

university. We believed the only barriers to our future 

success were those that were self-imposed.”

Wendy Swager 
Graduating Class of 1976
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“I studied Chemical Engineering 

and Commerce at The University of 

Sydney and then, later on, I took up 

a scholarship to study my Masters in 

Business at The University of Oxford.

I have worked for organisations such 

as BHP Billiton, Arup, Rabobank and 

The World Bank Group while living in 

Chicago, London, Switzerland, Western 

Australia, Sydney and Melbourne.”

Sarah Sivyer

Billy Coffey (L)

Prudence Hurt (R)

Yvonne Mullane Chris Thornton
“I moved to Albury and studied a 

BA (Photography) at Charles Sturt 

University. I furthered my photography 

experience for three years in a large 

photography studio in Sydney. I then 

set off to travel the world and moved 

to London for two and a half years. 

My studies developed further at the 

London School of Photography.”

“I’ve done nothing but cook since 

leaving NGS. I did my apprenticeship 

in Newcastle. I was lucky enough 

enough to win a scholarship which 

sent me overseas to England so I spent 

a few years there then came home 

and headed up a restaurant called the 

Bistro Tartine for a few years. Then I 

decided to bite the bullet and open up 

my own restaurant, Restuarant Mason. 

We opened in 2011 and have been 

lucky enough to have an excellent 

customer base.” 

“I Studied a Bachelor of Nursing at 

the University of Newcastle. I am 

now a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

(NICU) specialist nurse who is called 

out on the Westpac Helicopter at 

John Hunter Hospital. 

I love my job!”

“I travelled the world playing Rugby 

Union. I spent three years Strength 

and Conditioning training with 

professional American athletes and 

coaches. I now own and operate an 

athlete training facility called 

Pinpoint Athlete.”

ALUMNI FILES
Visit www.facebook.com/newcastlegrammaralumni 

to view our Alumni videos



A love of theatre has seen NGS graduate Ben Stuart go from Newcastle’s 

youth theatre scene to the stage of one Australia’s most prestigious 

drama schools.

Ben auditioned and won a coveted place in the 2016 Bachelor of Arts 

(Music Theatre Course) at the WAAPA – the Western Australian Academy 

of Performing Arts, which is attached to Edith Cowan University in 

Perth and is widely recognised as one of Australia’s top acting training 

institutions. 

He previously won the 2015 CONDA Youth Theatre Encouragement 

Grant Award at the City of Newcastle Drama Awards, after many years’ 

involvement with the Young People’s Theatre, as well as other Hunter 

theatre groups.

Ben says of his time at NGS; “NGS to me was like a second family and I 

loved the House structure.  We worked hard together on music festivals, 

on swimming cheers, on the swimming carnivals and athletic carnivals, 

but more importantly, we supported each other to be the best people we 

could be, to work as a team and to just act with integrity all the time.”

After three years’ study and performances in many productions, Ben will 

soon join the cast of WAAPA graduates that includes some of Australia’s 

best known performers: Hugh Jackman, William McInnes, Lisa McCune, 

Lucy Durack, Eddie Perfect and Tim Minchin. 

Since graduating from NGS in 2012, Rebecca Posel has taken a couple of 

different paths as she pursues her passion for health and fitness.

She moved to Sydney to study a Bachelor of Nursing (Advanced Studies) 

at the University of Sydney, where her love of sport saw her become 

captain of the St Andrew’s College Swim Team. 

After graduating and working as a nurse at the Mater Hospital in North 

Sydney, Rebecca says she decided on a change of direction, enrolling 

in a Bachelor of Sports Management at the International College of 

Management, Sydney.

 “I think what I learnt from school is to find your passion in life and follow 

it,” Rebecca says. “If you’re not enjoying something, remember, the world 

is your oyster – venture out and start something new.”

Ben Stuart: Graduating Class of 2014
Joining a cast of famous graduates

Rebecca Posel: Graduating Class of 2012
A passion for health and fitness
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Since she graduated from NGS three years ago, Monique 

Aganovic has truly found her voice.

Not only is she studying for a Bachelor of Communications 

at the University of Newcastle, she is the Managing Editor 

of the UON student publication “Yak Magazine”, a member 

of the City of Newcastle Youth Council, and the Marketing 

Manager for Hunter Allied Care.

Monique says she excelled at English throughout her 

schooling, but after graduating, initially enrolled in an Arts 

degree in anthropology and sociology, having also loved 

studying human geography.

After a year, she decided to switch to a Communications 

degree.

“It just clicked – I realised I needed to be writing and editing 

– my teachers had always said I should look at doing English 

as a career, but I just had to go on a journey to get there.”

Her voice is also being heard as a member of Newcastle City 

Council’s Youth Council, which she applied to join because 

she was determined to find a way to have a greater say on 

local affairs following the closure of the city’s only all-age 

venue which she had campaigned against.

“I don’t regret my nursing degree but I wanted to learn 

something more in health and fitness, which has always 

been my passion.”

Rebecca is working in event management at NSW Waratahs 

Rugby Union Club while continuing her studies.

She says her best memories from NGS are of Mentor Group 

time, when students from across year groups (Years 5-8 and 

Years 9-12) join together for roll call and Mentor time.

“I loved that period of time when you were with everyone 

from different years – it was really nice to branch out from 

your own circle of friends and meet a diversity of students 

from different year groups – it’s a really nice idea,” Rebecca 

says.

After completing her sports management studies and gain-

ing experience, Rebecca aims to one day work with a sports 

team overseas.

Monique Aganovic: Graduating Class of 2015
Finding a voice

The strategic advisory committee gives people aged 15-25 

a forum to discuss and provide input into local community 

issues.

Monique says she’s been able to draw on valuable skills she 

learned at school in her current roles.

The respectful relationship between students and teachers 

at NGS had prepared her for working with others both at 

University, and as a member of the Youth Council, she says.

“In terms of school life, the biggest thing I gained was a 

really good connection with the teachers. It was a strong 

relationship founded on mutual respect. That prepared 

me and gave me the ability to talk and be open with 

supervisors.”

Monique says her HSC years also taught her how to strike 

a balance between work and personal life  – a skill she now 

uses to manage university study alongside her many other 

commitments.

“I put effort into study [during the HSC], but also focused 

on the things I loved and I think it’s been important to 

emulate that later in life as well, which is why it’s nice to 

edit the magazine and follow my passions,” she says.



Being involved in the Service and Adventure Training Unit 

(SATU) Army Cadet Corps throughout her high school 

years helped Emily Bowler learnt to manage being outside 

her comfort zone.

Emily, who attended NGS from K-12, says the co-curricular 

cadet unit, which she came to lead in Year 12, was a 

highlight of her time at the School.

“It focused on teaching leadership skills and 

independence. I was a bit shy, so it was nice to do 

something to get out of my comfort zone and to meet 

new friends.”

The experience culminated in a school history trip to the 

Western Front battlefields in France, in April 2008.

“I was part of a small group of Newcastle Grammar 

School students and teachers who travelled to the 

Somme battlefields on the Western Front. The cadets 

were selected to wear replica WWI uniforms and to lead 

the 90th ANZAC Day Dawn Service in Villers-Bretonneux, 

France at the Australian War Memorial. It was a once in a 

lifetime opportunity,” she says.

A design project undertaken as part of the HSC opened the door 

to a future career in engineering for former Newcastle Grammar 

School student Oliver Kleyn.

Oliver, who was at NGS from Years 9-12, says Design and 

Technology was always his favourite subject.  His final year 

SmartVac project, a new form of more efficient, powerful, 

durable and affordable vacuum generation, was nominated for 

DesignTECH, the exhibition of the State’s most outstanding major 

HSC design projects in 2013.

After hearing about the project, a Newcastle engineering firm 

contacted Oliver and he has been working there ever since, while 

undertaking a double degree in Mechanical and Megatronics 

Engineering at the University of Newcastle (UON).

“I’m loving the study and the work,” he says.  “It’s a lot of 

commitment to do two full-on degrees while working, but it’s 

great.”

His twin brother Liam is studying Environmental Engineering 

alongside him at UON.

Leadership, independence and 
going beyond your comfort zone

Oliver Kleyn: 
Graduating Class of 2013

Engineering an exciting future

Oliver said NGS prepared him for being self-motivated and 

for taking learning into his own hands once he reached 

university.

“Because we had a small cohort at school, you get a closer 

relationship with the teachers and you respect them as 

helping you to learn – there’s not a big divide between the 

teachers and students,” he says. “At university, you work 

one-on-one with tutors, and it’s good to have learned how 

to approach that two-way relationship.”

Oliver says his experience undertaking the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award at school also “opened up a whole new 

world” for him.

“It was an introduction to something I wouldn’t normally 

do and I loved it. Since I finished school, I’ve even been 

back to take part in a few treks.”

He has two years to go to complete his degrees and is 

hopeful he can come up with a marketable product for his 

final year project, which could eventually enable him to 

launch his own engineering business.
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Before becoming NGS School Captain in 2013, Nick Hewitt 

says he struggled to stand up and talk in front of a class of 20 

students.

But by the end of that year, he was able to confidently address 

Speech Night – a skill that has proved invaluable in the years 

since he left school.

“Having held that leadership role and learning how to 

communicate in a formal setting has given me much more 

confidence in public speaking and interviews. It’s been really 

helpful,” he says. 

After his HSC, Nick moved to Sydney to study Economics at the 

University of Sydney. After 18 months, he decided to return to 

Newcastle where he is studying physiotherapy.

“Initially I was deciding between economics and physio. 

Economics was a bit dry, so I decided physiotherapy was where I 

wanted to go. I’m loving it – it was definitely the right decision to 

switch.”

Nicolas Hewitt: Graduating Class 2013
School Captain role boosts confidence

He says NGS, and in particular his Geography teacher Miss 

Roberts, also taught him how to manage his time.

“We learned how to approach studying towards a longer-term 

goal, and not just short-term preparation, how to be able to 

prepare for an exam in six month’s time,” he says.

“We also learnt how to be independent learners, not relying 

on teachers helping you to get it right at the last minute, but 

building towards an end result. Those skills have been really 

useful in my time at university.”

Nick will finish his degree next year and plans to remain in 

Newcastle, hopefully working in sports physiotherapy. 

Emily Bowler: Graduating Class of 2008
Emily also recalls many supportive teachers, particularly throughout her 

stressful final year. 

“We had fabulous teachers who really seemed to care about the students. 

I think the most important lessons were about leadership, independence 

and helping others, which are really important values to learn at school,” 

she says. “It was also a really close-knit community, and I am glad to be in 

touch with so many people from school today.”

The experiences led to Emily moving to Canberra to broaden her horizons 

by studying a Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Arts (Ancient History), at the 

Australian National University in Canberra, followed by a Master of Legal 

Practice.

Following university, she took a gap year where she worked as a multi-

day hiking guide on the Milford Track, New Zealand and travelled. She 

then returned to Canberra, where she initially worked as an Associate to a 

Magistrate at the ACT Magistrates Court. Emily is now in her fourth year of 

practising as a lawyer at HWL Ebsworth Lawyers, one of Australia’s leading 

commercial law firms and is based in their Insurance Team. 

“I always wanted to be a lawyer from Year 10 onwards when I started 

doing Legal Studies. I loved university and am really lucky I’ve been able to 

get a great job doing what I love,” she says. 



This year’s Centenary celebrations have shone a light on the 

strong connections among former NGS students, and have 

seen the School launch a new campaign to stay in touch 

with all students who are a part of our long history.

Mrs Clare Lacey, who joined NGS this year as Head of 

Community Relations, is driving the campaign to reconnect 

with as many former students and teachers as possible.

“The School has a very proud history, as we’ve seen in our 

Centenary year, we really value our past students and want 

to stay in touch with them,” Clare says.

“NGS is an integral part of the local community, and the 

Alumni is a great way for former students to both connect 

with one another and to remain connected with the 

Newcastle community.”

The recent Founders’ Day Centenary celebrations brought 

together about 300 former students – both Old Grammarians 

who attended the School (then the Church of England 

Grammar School for Girls) until 1978, as well as Alumni who 

have graduated from NGS since then.

Calling all former 
Grammarians

The Newcastle Old Grammarians Association (NOGA) already 

has more than 5000 members, but Clare says many recent 

graduates may not be aware they are also very welcome to 

join to remain connected with each other and the School.

“Whether you said farewell to NGS in the last few years, or 

your connection goes back decades, we want to remain in 

touch,” says Clare, who is a proud Alumna herself, having 

attended NGS in the mid 1990s.

“Our vision is for our Alumni to become an even more 

integral part of our School community, with former students 

coming back to perhaps mentor students, give talks about 

careers, and to share their memories.” 

As well as arranging reunions, and sharing Alumni news 

through Spectemur Agendo, Clare says plans are underway 

to begin a series of networking nights and business breakfasts 

to further foster connections among former students.

“Our Alumni, and NOGA, are at the heart of our School 

community, and we are looking forward to fostering those 

relationships over the coming years.” 

Clare Lacey

Head of Community Relations

Share your news
We would love to hear about your news – whether it be an 
achievement, career, travel, family, engagement/marriage, 
or the welcoming of a new baby. Send us your news (with a 
photo if possible) and we’ll share Alumni Updates regularly in 
Spectemur Agendo. 

Send your news to: alumni@ngs.nsw.edu.au

Clare Lacey

Head of Community Relations

Celebrate our Centenary
The Centenary Diamond Ball being held at the NEX Ballroom, 
Newcastle on 26 October, is set to top off a year of celebrations 
marking the School’s 100th year. Former students, staff and 
friends of NGS are invited to get a table together and don their 
finery (with a hint of bling), to join the celebrations.

Buy your tickets now at:  www.ngs.nsw.edu.au/events

How to connect with us
You can connect with us and join the Newcastle Old Grammarians 
Association (NOGA) via:

•	 Visit our website at www.ngs.nsw.edu.au/alumni and 
complete the online survey

•	 Follow our Alumni Facebook page at 
     www.facebook.com/newcastlegrammaralumni/

•	 Email your contact details, including your name, address and 
the years you attended NGS to: alumni@ngs.nsw.edu.au

•	 Contact Clare Lacey on: 02 4929 5811

•	 Please share this information with other past students and 
teachers. 

Update your details
If you haven’t heard from us recently, we may not have your 
current contact details. 

Please email your name, address and the years you attended 
NGS to: alumni@ngs.nsw.edu.au

43.



A new partnership with the University of Sydney STEM Teacher 

Enrichment Academy is giving our teachers new knowledge, skills, 

resources and support – and ensuring we continue to provide excellence 

in STEM education.

The Academy aims to inspire teachers to pursue their interests in STEM 

subjects and to pass on that inspiration to their students.

It gives teachers opportunities to evaluate teaching and learning 

practices, as well as to reflect on and further develop problem solving 

and inquiry-based learning approaches both within each of the separate 

STEM disciplines and across disciplines. 

Participating teachers gain real skills and insight into teaching science, 

digital technology and mathematics in the classroom, with adaptive 

approaches to meet the needs of students.

A number of University mentors work with teachers throughout the 

program, including Dr James Ward, a researcher in the Australian 

Centre for Field Robotics.

STEM – the learning of Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics – may be a buzz word, but the impact 

of a gaining a strong foundation across these subjects is 

far-reaching.

International research shows that developing STEM 

capacity across the population is critical in helping to 

support innovation and productivity, regardless of the 

occupation or industry and that STEM literacy is fast 

becoming a key capability sought by Australian employers.

Our new STEM Department takes an innovative, 

interdisciplinary approach to the learning of Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, with a focus 

on inquiry and project-based learning. 

This enables students to gain and apply knowledge, 

deepen their understanding and develop creative and 

critical thinking skills within a real-world context.

This approach is not only preparing our students for a 

Partnership 
inspires our STEM 
teachers to inspire 

students

Preparing students for an innovative future through STEM Preparing students for an innovative future through STEM 
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future of innovative thinking, but is helping address the 

challenge faced by all Australian schools of encouraging 

young people to choose science and mathematics subjects 

at school level, and ultimately to consider pursuing STEM 

career pathways. 

As well as partnering with the University of Sydney STEM 

Teacher Enrichment Academy to foster our teaching of 

these key subjects (see far left), we’ve launched iSTEM, 

a new NESA-approved elective for Year 9 and Year 10 

students.

The elective immerses students in problem solving 

and critical thinking within a project-based learning 

environment, so they can develop valuable skills and a 

real passion for the future opportunities offered by STEM 

education.

The students have shown amazing ingenuity this year, 

as they worked collaboratively to undertake a series of 

engineering challenges especially designed to push them 

to their creative best. 

We are also offering 

several STEM Co-

curricular activities 

for our students 

including Coding, 

Robotics and more 

recently, Makerspace 

activities.

Rob Barter

Head of STEM

P-12

STEM
CONTINUUM



NGS has introduced a number of learning environments for 

students to immerse themselves in technologies that support 

STEM activities across the curriculum.

This includes a state of the art “Clean Tech” room that houses 

a number of 3D printers and a laser-cutting machine.

iSTEM students are utilising 

the new collaborative iSTEM 

space designed for activities 

including the use of the new 

Arduino control platform.

STEM students also have 

access to new inquiry based 

classroom environments that 

are designed to allow collaboration throughout a number of 

STEM activities.

Technology students are also using this space as they develop 

robotics and digital media class projects in Year 7 and Year 8.

Year 7 students participated in their first STEM Enrichment day this year. 

Students were addressed in the morning by Mr Lionel Roberts, who 

represented the Cancer Council of Australia. Mr Roberts discussed the 

need for Australians to protect themselves from the harmful effects 

of UV radiation. 

Students were then briefed to design and test a prototype hat that 

would provide optimum protection from sun. Using mathematics 

and scientific enquiry, students provided a number of very creative 

solutions to this brief. Students also had the opportunity to show off 

their prototypes during a fashion parade and Mrs Thomas (Head of 

School) was our guest judge.

Enrichment
Day

Learning Spaces
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STEM
CONTINUUM

Year 10 iSTEM students are about to engage in a 

Student Maker Project, which will see them work with 

an industry mentor to devise and develop a STEM-based 

project. This is a long-term project intended to support 

students to build both their STEM and entrepreneurial 

skills. By engaging in the design process, students will 

learn about project management, problem solving and 

time management. As the end of the project, students 

will exhibit their work to a public audience. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for students to be involved in 

rich, authentic learning with a real-world focus. We look 

forward to seeing what the students come up with.

iSTEM

Science
Week

Explosive whoosh bottle, giant pop test, ice cream with dry 

ice for students to taste and dry ice bubbling indicator fun!



As part of our vision to equip students with the skills and 

understanding necessary to navigate a changing world, 

Newcastle Grammar School is going global.

This year saw the introduction of the Global Studies Faculty, 

an amalgamation of Social Studies and History departments 

that will enable greater cross-curricular involvement by two 

integral parts of the school.  

Head of Global Studies Mr Drew Collins says the innovative 

Department brings together Geography and History in years 

7-10, incorporating Commerce as an elective, which all feed 

into the senior subjects of Business, Economics, Legal Studies, 

Geography and the Histories.  

“This not only enables greater coordination of staff specialities 

allowing for continued professional development and more 

efficient and effective use of school resources, it also places 

students at the forefront of an educational shift that will 

better prepare them for life beyond NGS,” he says.

Going global

Global Studies subjects encourage students to grapple 

with the impact of globalisation in its political, historical, 

environmental, economic and cultural manifestations. 

“The students are engaged in complex problem-solving 

processes, to develop transferrable creative, critical and 

collaborative thinking skills, which serve as the key pedagogical 

focus,” Mr Collins says. 

The subjects enable students to investigate the connections 

between globalisation and localisation, seeing and 

experiencing the opportunities and limitations that exist for 

them as global citizens. 

Mr Collins says this gives students the opportunity to embrace 

diversity, behave with empathy and analyse real-world 

problems through a multicultural lens. 

 “There’s a real focus on thinking globally while acting locally,” 

he says.

Looking to the 
Future
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Head of Global Studies Drew Collins says hands-on, 

global experiences are helping prepare NGS students 

for life after school.

Tours like the 2017 Hands on Humanity tour of Vietnam 

are set to become an integral part of a student’s time 

at NGS, helping them develop the skills and attributes 

of well-rounded citizens, who are able to contribute to 

society.

“Our hope is that more students will be given even 

greater opportunities to travel outside of their ‘comfort’ 

zones,” he says.

During the July holidays, 10 NGS students travelled to 

Oxford University in the UK to take part in a two-week 

Study Tour to broaden their perspectives and learn with 

students from all over the world (see page 52).

Many universities now offer degrees in Global Studies 

and the Department is looking to establish even stronger 

links with universities and private entities like Hunter 

Futurepreneurs in the future.

Drew Collins

Head of Global Studies



The Empower Network at the University of Newcastle 

connects female high school students and university 

students to Business and Law industry professionals.  

Mrs Rebecca Healy, who is involved herself in the well-

known Newcastle based not-for-profit Mark Hughes 

Foundation, has chaperoned students from her Year 

12 Business Studies classes to the first of these events 

where Therese Rein spoke of challenges she has faced 

and her successes in the world of business.  There 

are many more events planned for the year designed 

to inspire young women about the study and career 

opportunities available in business, commerce, 

entrepreneurship and law, informing decisions 

regarding their work futures.

Viticulture
A strong relationship has been forged 

over 18 years between Global Studies 

Geography students and Drayton’s 

Family Wines (Pokolbin). It’s not 

a connection you would normally 

associate with school-aged students, 

but one that has yielded successful fruit 

for many years. Viticulture is studied as 

part of the geography HSC unit titled 

People and Economic Activity. 

This study could cover anything 

from global tourism, dairying, retail, 

aquaculture or mining. Viticulture, 

chosen by Mrs Georgina Roberts, 

continues to provide NGS Geography 

students, who visit the vineyard and 

winery,  with in-depth knowledge and 

integral understanding of the industry.

They see the grapes being grown, they smell the manufacturing 

processes and they hear the ‘clink’ as the product leaves the 

cellar door. Fifth generation viticultural knowledge shared by 

members of the Drayton family. The students witness and hear 

the passion and care the Drayton’s have for their business, 

starting with the history and geography of the land, to the 

modern production methods in the winery and how their 

enterprise has needed to change and adapt in the contemporary 

world of changing consumer tastes and volatile export markets.

An empower 
experience

Global Studies History students again represented the School 

with distinction at the 63rd anniversary of the Newcastle and 

Hunter Combined Schools Anzac Commemorative Event.

50.

wednesday 

12 september, 2018
thursday

13 september, 2018

5.00pm damper & soup

6.00pm 

show 

begins

swpc

ngs presents



Oxford Study Tour

Students dive into history, academia 
and culture at Oxford University

52.

Ten NGS students took up the amazing opportunity to 

become immersed in history, academic learning and 

culture, as they took part in a two-week global study 

tour at Oxford University, in the UK.

Accompanied by Deputy Head of School, Mr Alan 

Parsons, the students from Years 8 to 11 attended 

the Oxford Royale Academy (ORA) summer school 

programme during the July holidays, alongside students 

from 137 different countries.

They each enrolled in two academically rigorous 

subjects taught by professors and PhD students, ranging 

from economics, biology, literature and experimental 

psychology, to software and app development and 

politics.  They attended classes, researched their topics 

and had to write up essays in the evenings, sit tests and 

design presentations for assessment.

“A rigorous academic adventure indeed, but one that 

without exception the students found to be intriguing, 

engaging and rewarding,” Mr Parsons says.

The students also enjoyed workshops in areas of 

interest such as photography and sketching, acting, 

business challenge and essay writing skills.

But it wasn’t all hard work. They also wandered the 

streets of Oxford, took tours to historic locations 

including Blenheim Palace and Hampton Court, and 

enjoyed the best of London’s theatre, attending West 

End musicals such as Mamma Mia and School of 

Rock, and a wonderful production of Shakespeare’s 

Midsummer Night’s Dream in the grounds of Oxford 

Castle. 

“Total immersion in this environment with other 

students from 137 different nationalities for two weeks 

was an intense adventure. It was indeed a remarkable 

international experience for our 10 intrepid academics,” 

Mr Parsons says. “It was a great pleasure to accompany 

these young people – they were excellent ambassadors 

for their School during their time on the world stage.”

Following the success of this first NGS tour, Mr Parsons 

says students will now be offered opportunity to attend 

the Oxford Study Tour every second year. 

Jadon, Year 10

“The main thing to remember about the Oxford tour is that it 

wasn’t a holiday. It was real, accredited work, taught by some 

of the most acclaimed professionals in their field. However, that 

doesn’t mean we missed the chance to have a little fun… From 

the parties to ping pong, the classroom to the streets of Oxford, 

the people, adventures and life lessons we learnt at ORA will stay 

with us long after the facts we learnt have faded.” 

Shravanya, Year 10

“The exposure to different cultural backgrounds has certainly 

broadened my perspective on the world and how I think 

generally about debated issues. It has given me a glimpse into 

life in different parts of the world compared to Newcastle, 

Australia and I have given them a taste as to life in Australia.”

Josephine, Year 8

“Many of my most important memories came from beyond 

the classroom environments and more from the wide variety 

of people I had the chance to meet. The cultural diversity of 

the course was expansive and amazing and it’s still bizarre to 

think that some of your best friends live half-way across the 

world in countries and places like Brazil, Dubai, Ohio, Texas, 

Spain, Greece, The Czech Republic, England, India, Belgium 

and Indonesia… Each and every culture allowed me to both 

compare and contrast other countries to my own, get a better 

understanding of how cultures impact each other, see different 

world views and allowed me to come to a realisation of just how 

big the world is.”

James, Year 10

“The highlight of the experience for all of us was the immersion 

of culture and having a laugh with the countless international 

lifelong friends that were made.”



NGS students are sharing their lives and their 

learnings with children in Norway, as part of a Global 

Connections programme aimed at giving students an 

understanding of the lives of children of similar age in 

other parts of the world.

“Early last year, K-6 classes focused on developing 

connections globally. Classes made contact with Alaska, 

China, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and Norway,” says 

Year 3 teacher Ms Melinda Luxon.

“My class last year was studying Australian geography 

and we decided making a connection with a country 

very different to our own would enrich our learning. I 

was able to find a like-minded teacher in Norway,” she 

says.

The Norwegian school they connected with is called 

Birralee International School in Trondheim, 3T was 

amazed to discover the school was founded by an 

Australian principal and Birralee is an Aboriginal word 

meaning “safe place for children”.

Last year, Ms Luxon’s class communicated with 

Birralee students of similar age through letters, 

emails, videos and gifts. They were able to compare 

natural geographical landmarks and climates, made 

a Powerpoint presentation about NGS and the local 

area to share with the Norwegian students. They also 

conducted a science experiment which the Birralee class 

replicated, so students could compare results.

The connection has continued this year, with Ms Luxon 

and the 3L students getting to know Birralee’s new Year 

3 class and teacher and the students exchanging letters.
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Enriching understanding 
from Newcastle to Norway

3L receive letters from the students in Norway

In their recent Taking Action Project, 3L made 

‘reflection rocks’ and they now hope to convince their 

Norway friends to do the same.

They are also reading a novel set in Norway 

(Runestone by Anna Ciddor), and their connection 

with the country has enhanced their engagement and 

understanding of the literature, Ms Luxon says.

“They’ve shared their learnings, likes and dislikes, 

school experiences and they have been highly 

motivated when writing for very real purposes,” she 

says.  

“We can also share the ways we make a positive 

impact on our School environment and we can learn 

about what is happening in other schools across the 

world. This type of communication and sharing shows 

our students the positive impact they can have on 

people across the world.”

The students are communicating through 

letters, emails, videos and gifts



NGS recently hosted a visit by a group of Chinese 

teachers and students, giving them a taste of life in 

Newcastle.

Three staff and 16 students from all over China 

spent a week with NGS classes from Years 3-6, and 

were generously welcomed into the homes of host 

families.

Head of Primary Mrs Alicha Dyer said excited NGS 

students gathered in the Hall to await the arrival of 

the international students. 

“An exchange of gifts took place and then much 

discussion, which led to laughter and attempts to 

communicate in both Mandarin and English,” Mrs 

Dyer said.

“The visit was an engaging cultural experience for 

both NGS students and their Chinese visitors,” she 

said.

Visitors

56.

NGS sounds out 
a new approach 
to literacy

A new approach to teaching 

literacy to the school’s 

youngest students is proving 

a great success, both 

developing students’ vital 

reading skills and building a 

sense of community among 

parents.

Learning support teacher 

Mrs Melinda Tucker says the 

approach known as “synthetic 

phonics” was introduced last 

year, in line with the latest 

research evidence showing 

that reading programmes 

with a systematic and explicit 

phonics component are most effective in teaching 

children to read.

The K-4 staff underwent professional development to 

prepare them for the new early literacy programme, 

which is unique to NGS, but draws on a number 

of well-recognised external resources. Students 

are taught through a multisensory approach 

which entails using visual, auditory and kinesthetic 

pathways simultaneously to enhance memory and 

learning.

Mrs Tucker explains that the term “synthetic” refers 

to the process of synthesising, or blending individual 

sounds together. Children practise blending as soon 

as they know letter-sounds that blend together to 

make a word. 

“Given the complexity of the English language, it is 

vital that this letter-sound knowledge is introduced 

systematically to ensure all the patterns are taught,” 

she says.

“This approach helps children understand very 

early how the reading/writing process works; that 

it requires blending together and pulling apart the 

sounds of the language.”

Tracking each students’ sound knowledge and skills 

regularly is an integral part of the NGS programme, 

so teachers can ensure students progress through 

the systematic programme at the right pace.

“It’s about building a very solid base of phonics 

and ensuring students master one element before 

moving on,” Mrs Tucker says.

Parent volunteers are also crucial each morning, 

parent helpers join the K-Year 1 classes and spend 

about 40 minutes helping students with the literacy 

programme, giving children one-on-one time to 

practise their skills.

 “We can’t underestimate the parent component. 

Students are given the opportunity to work one-on-

one every day to consolidate sound knowledge, high 

frequency words, fluency and comprehension,” she 

says.

“It also builds a sense of community because the 

parents who come to help get to know the other 

parents and children. Parents love the programme 

because it makes sense – they know exactly how to 

support their children with learning to read.”

Mrs Tucker says the programme is already achieving 

very positive results that are sure to benefit students 

throughout their school lives.

 “Our young students’ reading skills are better than 

ever,” she says. “There is evidence to show that 

children’s reading ability in Year 1 is directly correlated 

with how well they perform in Year 9, and our Year 1 

students’ reading and spelling is amazing.”



NGS Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) Department is 

helping prepare students for a future in which creativity will 

be among the top skills sought by employers.

“CAPA brings together Drama, Music and Visual Arts 

departments, enabling staff to facilitate and promote 

creativity, performance, exhibitions and events across the 

School community,” says Head of CAPA Mrs Tonia Martin.

“The CAPA Faculty is a dynamic, creative, diverse and 

inclusive Faculty – both staff and students. The staff 

enthusiastically assist and support each other in the creative 

pursuits undertaken by our Creative and Performing Arts 

students,” she says.

This year has seen an increase the number of students 

taking CAPA electives, which Mrs Martin says bodes well for 

the future: a World Economic Forum report lists creativity as 

one of the top 10 skills that companies will look for in their 

employees and recruits in 2020.

She says the Music and Visual Arts Departments have the 

opportunity to engage with the school’s youngest students 

through regular classroom teaching, as well as through the 

mandatory programming required for Years 7 and 8 and the 

elective courses available to Years 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

All students at Park Campus enjoy music lessons each week 

and regular specialist visual arts classes have this year been 

introduced for students in Years 2, 3 and 4. 

While Drama is currently offered as an elective subject in 

Years 9-12, the department hopes to expand the offering to 

younger students in the future.

Students have the chance to showcase their many talents 

through events including:  Sweet Sounds Soirèe which 

brings together Drama and Music students; the HSC 

Showcase Evening, featuring work of students undertaking 

HSC subjects with a project or performance component; and 

the annual Elective Visual Arts Student Exhibition of work of 

our Year 9, 10 and 11 students work supported by 

Music students on opening night.

Fostering
Future 
Creativity 

58.

Students also have the opportunity to refine, develop and 

explore their creative skills beyond the classroom, with 

co-curricular activities including our artist in residence 

programme, musical theatre and drama, Brass Razoo, 

Sorchestra, String Orchestra, Concert Band, Brass Ensemble 

and our variety of choirs.

Tonia Martin

Head of CAPA

Exploring Art 
‘Amazing’ Visual Arts Camp

Our inaugural Visual Art Camp was held at Bundanon 

on the NSW South Coast over the last three days of 

Term I, an experience described by many students as 

“amazing”.

Arthur and Yvonne Boyd’s gift of Bundanon has given 

Australia a unique cultural and environmental asset. 

It was born out of Boyd’s often stated belief that ‘you 

can’t own a landscape’ and the wish that others might 

also draw inspiration from this remarkable place.  

Our students explored the artistic heritage of Arthur 

Boyd and his family and created artworks inspired by 

the landscape.
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First Class achievement

The artworks of two students who completed their HSC at 

NGS in 2017 were chosen for inclusion in the “First Class” 

exhibition at Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery earlier this 

year.

Zoe Atallah and Finn Wilson’s works formed part of the 10th 

anniversary of the series of “First Class” exhibitions, which 

celebrates the high calibre of work produced by HSC Visual 

Art students from the Hunter and Central Coast Regions. 

Bass notes

One of our senior musicians, Lillian Bennett (pictured right), 

who plays double bass, is already making her name on 

the orchestral circuit – she is a member of Brass Razoo, 

the Symphony Orchestra and the senior choir. She is also 

currently playing with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. In 

2017 Lillian played in the Newcastle Youth Orchestra and 

Newcastle University Orchestra.

Lillian is on well on her way to achieving her musical goals: 

she aims to study music performance in Melbourne and go 

on to play with orchestras worldwide.

Student Talent On Show

‘Artist In Residence’ 
When: Monday and Friday 3.15 - 4.45pm

Where: Art 1: Hill Campus

Who: Year 7 - Year 11 students

Classes limited to maximum of 14 students

What: Focusing on painting - oil and acrylic techniques 

- with some drawing if students wish to pursue this

Contact: tonia.martin@ngs.nsw.edu.au

Sweet Sounds Soirèe

The audience was delighted with a beautiful twilight stroll 

around the grounds of NGS Hill Campus as they enjoyed 

performances from vocal groups, instrumental solos, 

Shakespearean adaptations and playbuilt drama pieces at 

the Soirèe in March. It was a wonderful night of creativity 

and innovation. Thanks to our Year 9, 10 and 11 Drama and 

Music students for sharing their enthusiasm and talents.

Into the Woods

The Year 10 production brought together the year group 

to experience and enjoy the opportunity to work together. 

They learnt to sing and dance, to act, to construct sets and 

props, to work back stage, to usher the audience, to market 

and advertise the event, but most importantly it provided an 

outstanding opportunity for them to learn from each other, 

commit to an ongoing task, cooperate, support, encourage 

and celebrate. 

On The Stage 



The new Language and Literacy Department, compromising English, Languages 

and Library, is opening doors to new ways of learning, with a focus on students 

becoming active creators of content. 

Mr Geoff O’Neill, who joined the NGS community this year as Head of Language 

and Literacy, says there are many exciting changes occurring in the teaching of 

English at NGS. 

While traditional skills of essay writing are still valued, courses are opening up to 

include more 21st century skills.

That means students might work together on larger tasks that require collaboration, 

presentation skills and problem solving.

“Such tasks might include the cinematic reworking of famous scenes from 

Shakespeare or creative group projects in which students showcase their knowledge 

of satire,” Mr O’Neill says.

“This shift is centred on the belief that students learn well when they become 

active creators of content. Such a belief is also reflected in the changes to the new 

Stage 6 English syllabus.”

The combination of Languages with Literacy is also a positive move forward, Mr 

O’Neill says. 

“We are lucky enough to be able to offer French, Japanese and Mandarin as 

electives and such a wide offering indicates the extent to which Languages is an 

integral part of the all-round education on offer.“

“We also acknowledge that students learn best when they see the practical 

realities of their subject and so we are continuing to expand our student tours and 

exchanges program; we also just recently had our first successful Skype lesson with 

a school in Japan,” Mr O’Neill said.

Mr O’Neill also aims to see the Library become the literal and figurative ‘heart’ of 

the school, as it adapts to changes in education. 

“Looking into the future, I would like to see the library transform to a place of 

active student-centred learning as well as a place of quiet reading and reflection,” 

he says. 

The library is used to showcase student work and to hold special events such as 

Book Week presentations. Mr O’Neill said possible future plans included breakout 

spaces for private reading, group presentations and collaborative learning. 

This year library opening hours have been extended for Year 12 students, who 

can use the space for studying or discussing assessments until 7pm on Monday 

to Thursday evenings. Members of the School Executive supervise each evening.

The longer opening hours proved so popular with Year 12 students that the 

initiative was extended to cover Year 11 students from term three.

Language 
& Literacy 

Geoff O’Neill

Head of Language and Literacy

Overseas 
partner 
schools 
enable 
valuable 
exchanges

NGS has developed partnerships with schools in France, China and Japan to 

enhance languages and cultural learning for both students and teachers. 

Our partner schools are: 

•	 Lycée Victor et Hélène Basch in Rennes, Brittany, France (a 

secondary school).

•	 A Rong Qi No.1 Middle School in A Rong Qi, Inner Mongolia, China 

(a Year 10-12 school) 

•	 Sakurai Junior High School in Imabori on Shikoku Island, Japan

•	 Nanjing Experimental International School, in Nanjing, Jiangsu 

Province, China (a K to 12 school) 

The relationships with partner schools will make it easier for students to go 

on exchanges.

Last year, two teachers and eight students from A Rong Qi No.I Middle School 

visited NGS, and earlier this year, a NGS student spent several weeks attending 

this school in China. 

Teacher exchange will also become more common, with one teacher from 

China spending time with NGS in Terms three and four.
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Park Campus students recently showcased the innovative 

projects their classes have been working on to bring 

about positive change in their school life – and the 

broader world at an Exhibition of Learning.

Parents were invited to learn about their children’s class 

Taking Action Project, with a wide variety of initiatives 

on show including: 1C’s respect project involving 

cutting school water use and energy consumption; 2P’s 

reducing litter project showing the value of respect; 3L’s 

mindfulness project involving painting ‘reflection rocks’ 

with positive affirmations, and KB’s kindness project in 

which they spread the “choose kind” message.

The Taking Action project was a major component of the 

School’s Freedom to Flourish programme, which focuses 

on fostering the wellbeing of students through the 

development of skills, values and attributes that enable 

them to have the freedom to flourish, now and into the 

future. 

Park Campus students take 
action to shape our world

“The students were encouraged to 
consider the values of importance 
to them as individuals, to their 
family, to our School and to 
their class, and identify ways we 
demonstrate our values through 
our actions”

This year, the programme has focused on the importance 

of values – drawing on the School values of Respect, 

Integrity, service and Excellence (RISE), as well as the 

values important to friendship. 

Each class decided on a value of importance to them as 

a group and identified a way they could demonstrate the 

value by taking action to bring about positive change in 

one aspect of School life, said Mrs Fiona Walker.

Other projects on display included 3W’s plans to build 

a wooden boat play structure for the playground, 4H’s 

“No Waste Wednesday” campaign and 1K’s posters to 

encourage students to use good manners at the canteen. 

“Opportunities such as these, allow students to address 

relevant and real-life problems, through a student-

centred, integrated and inquiry approach to teaching 

and learning.” said Mrs Walker “In doing so, they build 

important social and emotional skills, whilst also being 

empowered to learn, reflect and act in ways that shape 

our world for the better.” 

Mrs Fiona Walker

“We 
wanted other 

people to ‘choose 
kind’ and show 

people respect and 
value other people.” 

Jessie KB

“I think it is 

important to take 

action because you can change 

things for the better - sometimes 

that is the environment or the way 

you or others think and behave. 

Simple things that you do make a 

big difference.”

Darcie 3L

“Researching 
ways to respect the 

environment. I learned 
that it is important to turn 
off taps properly and only 

use what you really need so 
we don’t waste water.” 

Jasper 1C

“In our 
Taking Action 

project, the most interesting 
thing I learnt was how to look 
after our compost bins. I didn’t 

realise that you have to spin the bin 
at certain times every two days so 
that the compost works and the 

soil is healthy.” 
Amelie 4M

“We have 

picked up lots of 

rubbish so that it doesn’t 

make its way to the ocean 

where it might injure or kill 

sea animals.”

Tom 2P

“Kindness 

is about 

making people happy 

and sharing stuff when 

they feel sad.” 

Jonty KB

“Kindness 
to me is helping 

people and cheering 
them up when they 

feel sad.” 
Hannah KB

Project Talk
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Cross Country
Proving strong across a number of age groups, NGS Cross 

Country athletes finished in fourth place at the HRIS Cross 

Country Carnival, with our Primary team finishing in 11th 

place. Secondary students Hunter Rowntree (12 years 

girls), Patrick Duffy (13 years boys), Lorcan Redmond (18 

years boys) and Karma Randall (18 years girls) all finished 

as Age Champions, and the teams of 12 years girls, 13 

years boys, 15 years girls, 17 years boys, 17 years girls, 18 

years girls all finished as Team Champions.

Hunter Rowntree then progressed to compete at the 

NSW All Schools Carnival, finishing in 32nd position in 

the 12 years girls division.

Basketball
Congratulations to our U15 Girls Basketball team (pictured 

above) who finished undefeated at the HRIS Gala Day, 

winning the HRIS trophy – a feat not achieved for 17 years! 

Well done to Sophie Barber, Prakriti Goel, Vivien Kuru, 

Isabelle Miteff, Isobel Prince, Grace Purcell, Ella Ryan and 

Aela Streatfield.

Our Primary boys, Open Boys and U15 Boys all had mixed 

results, however displayed the strength NGS has in the 

sport of basketball for years to come.

Keegan Harvey (Open Boys) was selected to the HRIS 

representative team.

Sporting Success Students 
RISE
A thriving sporting culture based on Newcastle Grammar School’s RISE 

values has seen the school continue to achieve not only a host of sporting 

successes, but enthusiastic student participation across a wide range of 

sports.

Director of Sport Daniel Kozey says he aims to develop a dynamic and 

exciting sports program for students of all ability levels across K-12.

And he says the RISE values are the perfect descriptor for the positive 

enrichment that students can gain from playing sport at any level:

Respect: for opposition, coaches, parents and the 
game itself.

Integrity: in honest reflection of how we perform 
as individuals or as a team, and in ensuring 
we uphold the values of the School across any 
opportunity we are provided.

Service: in giving our very best for our School and 
team on any given day.

Excellence: in aiming for better, and in the belief 
that together we can achieve any goal we set 
ourselves.

Mr Kozey says the new role of Director of Sport will also enable a focus 

on aspects including analysis of representative results, individual and 

team participation, recreational opportunities, developing relationships 

with local stakeholders and community groups, as well as the direction of 

a clear and concise sport vision in sync with School values. 

Aerobics
NGS Aerobics and Step teams have again been successful 

at the FISAF National Aerobics and Fitness Championships, 

gaining three gold and one silver medal. Students from Year 

2 to Year 10 performed routines showing well-choreographed 

and synchronised routines against other teams from around 

Australia.

Athletics
NGS finished in fifth place overall at the 2018 HRIS Secondary 

Division 1 Athletics Carnival, with Kalen Routley (12 years 

boys), Edward Hunt (13 years boys), Connor Henderson (17 

years boys) and Caitlin Spencer (18 years girls) all named as 

Age Champions. The 13 years boys, 15 years girls and 17 years 

boys were named as Team Champions. Our Primary school 

team placed 5th overall in the Division 2 Carnival.

to sporting challenges

Daniel Kozey

Head of Sport

Kalen Routley Edward Hunt

Connor Henderson Caitlin Spencer



Hockey
Our Open Boys Hockey team (right) won their third straight 

HRIS Hockey Gala Day with an undefeated tournament in 

March. The victory was even more remarkable for the fact 

that our team didn’t concede a goal in the competition 

games. Our girls team improved across the day after 

winning their first game 3-0, and finishing a respectable 

3rd. Dane Brouwer, Jayden Bisson and Edward Hunt were 

named to the HRIS Open Boys team, while goal keeper 

Georgia Ferguson was named to both the HRIS and AICES 

U16 team, as well as the HRIS Open Girls team. Both Jayden 

and Georgia then went on to be selected in their respective 

NSWCIS teams.

Football
Susanna Behne-Smith (right) and Caitlin Spencer (left) 

were again successful in being selected to the Open Girls 

Football team to compete at the AICES Championships. 

Susanna was also selected to the NSW All Schools team 

to compete at the School Sport Australia Championships. 

Congratulations to Bowen Stubbs who was selected as the 

sole NGS Representative in the Primary team.

Netball
NGS students (right) are also representing the school in 

netball, with the following students selected to respective 

HRIS teams to compete at the AICES Championships: 

Secondary (U15) – Elyse Barber (shadow), Sophie Barber, 

Isobel Prince, Aela Streatfield and Bella Williams. 

Primary – Harriette Arnall (shadow)

The NGS U16 team finished undefeated at both the HRIS 

Gala Day, as well as the Netball NSW Schools Cup Local 

Day. Our team then competed in the Regional Finals of the 

Netball NSW Schools Cup finishing in seventh place.

Rugby
Congratulations to Henry Riddell (left) and Dane Brouwer 

(right) on their selection to the HRIS Rugby team, with 

Henry also selected to the AICES team to compete at the 

NSWCIS Championships.

Snow Sports
Eighteen NGS athletes competed at the Northern NSW 

Interschools Championships, with Taj Curran, Zahlee 

Owers and Ashley Sewell all progressing to the NSW State 

Championships.

Swimming 

The HRIS Division 1 Swimming Championships were held 

at Lambton Pool, with our Secondary team finishing 

in third place, well above their 2017 result. Our Primary 

team, anchored by results from Isabella Irvine (9 years Age 

Champion) and the 9 years girls team, finished in fifth place. 

Secondary students Gabriel Jeffery and Ryan Walker were 

named as Age Champions, with the U13 Boys combination 

of Gabriel Jeffery and Connor Johansen winning the 13 

years’ boys team championship. Our Primary team finished 

their campaign in fifth place, with both results very much 

a team effort, with all swimmers contributing to amazing 

result for NGS.

Oscar Jeffery was named to the NSWCIS team to compete 

at the NSW All Schools Championships.

Touch Football
Elyse Barber, Sophie Barber (shadow) and Aela Streatfield 

were named to the HRIS U15 team, with Emily Harris and 

Dane Brouwer (shadow) named to their respective Open 

teams.

An outstanding athlete
Congratulations to NGS Year 12 student Lorcan Redmond 

(pictured right), who has been named New South Wales 

Combined Independent Schools Outstanding Sportsperson 

of the Year 2017 for his remarkable achievements in cross 

country and triathlon.

The award, presented at a recent awards evening, 

recognises Lorcan as the most outstanding athlete from any 

independent school in the state – quite an achievement.

Lorcan has also qualified for the World Championships 

as a part of the Australian team after winning the 2018 

New Plymouth OTU Triathlon event in New Zealand. This 

is an outstanding accolade for an athlete on the path to 

greatness in the world of sport.

At the 2018 NSWCIS Triathlon, Lorcan took out his fifth 

straight Open Boys Gold Medal, while the NGS Junior 

team of Tatum Gilmour, Lillian Miller and Hunter Rowntree 

competed in their first team event, finishing 68th from 222 

teams.

Rowing
After what was another long and arduous season typified 

by early mornings and diligent focus and hard work, our 

NGS Rowers again celebrated several victories during their 

main regatta season. 

Our 4x+ of Samuel Barnett, Eoin Brown, Alexander Oakley, 

Maximillian Routh and cox Acacia Ozturk took home Gold 

at the Rowing Australia National Championships, proving 

themselves against the best in the country, after winning 

the same event at the Rowing NSW Championships.

Max Boyd, Elizabeth Carter, Emma McGrath and Nicholas 

McGrath were also on the podium at the Rowing NSW 

Championships, marking the growing strength across our 

NGS Rowing program.
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From learning about nutrition in the classroom, to trying 

out sports like netball or ultimate frisbee on the playing 

field, PDHPE is all about preparing students for a healthy 

future. 

Head of PDHPE Leigh Carroll says the subject (which 

stands for Personal Development, Health and Physical 

Education) is compulsory from Years K-10 and aims to 

teach students about a wide range of areas that underpin 

health and physical activity. It is also a popular elective 

HSC course.

Mr Carroll says the subject gives all students an 

opportunity to develop practical skills including gross 

motor skills by learning sports such as aquatics, athletics, 

soccer, netball, basketball, volleyball and dance.

“Due to limited on-campus facilities, we use some of 

the best facilities in Newcastle, many of which are only a 

short bus trip away: National Park playing fields, Balance 

Collective centre’s pool at Mayfield, Genesis Fitness 

complex at Cooks Hill and Newcastle Athletics Field,” he 

says.

“We try to give students the opportunity to try sports 

which they would be unlikely to try outside of school, 

like European Handball, Ultimate Frisbee and use of the 

Genesis Ninja Parc.”

A rowing session is held for Year 5-6 students, so they 

can experience the sport, often for the first time, and can 

consider whether they might like to take up rowing for 

the School.

Mr Carroll said one of the highlights of the programme is 

the dance unit undertaken in Years 8 and 10, which sees 

all students involved in choreographing and performing a 

dance in whatever style they choose, whether that’s ballet 

or hip hop.

Preparing students
for a healthy future

“There are four or five groups per dance class, and they 

work as a team to select the genre and the music and put 

the dance together,” he says. “Many of the boys who 

aren’t too sure to start with end up putting together really 

innovative dances and themes.” 

In the classroom, students learn about topics including 

nutrition, mental health, how the body moves, ways to 

improve sporting performance and protective strategies.

“We work closely with the NGS wellbeing team on topics 

such as resilience and conflict resolution,” Mr Carroll says.

He says the School is preparing for the introduction of a 

new PDHPE syllabus next year, which will see the subject 

gain even greater relevance for students.
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Leigh Carroll

Head of  PDHPE

Making healthy choices

NGS is taking part in a pilot programme being run by Hunter 

New England Health called ‘SwitchURSip’, aimed at reducing 

students’ intake of sugary drinks.

Head of PDHPE Mr Leigh Carroll says Year 7-10 students 

have been given drink bottles and SwitchURSip water refill 

and drinking stations have been installed at the school to 

encourage students to drink water. 

The students are also taking part in regular surveys to collect 

data about dietary habits and have undertaken an audit of 

the canteen to look at ways to become more healthy.

The programme is being complemented by PDHPE lessons 

about how to read nutritional labels, so students become 

more aware about the nutritional value of various drinks and 

foods.

“It’s a great initiative to get students involved in making 

healthy choices,” Mr Carroll says.

PDHPE gives all students an opportunity to 

develop practical skills including gross motor 

skills by learning sports such as aquatics, 

athletics, soccer, netball, basketball, 

volleyball and dance.
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Action
Positive Education in

Positive Education at Newcastle Grammar School is 

all about “doing good” and “feeling good”. It brings 

together the science of positive psychology and best 

practice teaching to offer our School community 

opportunities to learn the skills of wellbeing so everyone 

is on a journey to flourishing.

In addition to Positive Education programmes at both 

Park and Hill Campus, structured wellbeing sessions and 

timetabled Positive Education lessons for Years 7, 8 and 

9, the principles of positive psychology are incorporated 

into our daily interactions both inside and outside of the 

classroom rather than simply taught in abstraction and 

isolation. 

Our Positive Education Framework underpins the NGS 

Experience and is based on Professor Martin Seligman’s 

PERMA (positive emotions, engagement, relationships, 

meaning and accomplishment) model.

It encourages students to harness their strengths and 

apply many principles such as growth mindset, grit, 

flow, deliberate practice, resilience, gratitude, optimism, 

micro moments of positivity and mindfulness to be the 

best they can be and thrive. 

(Pages 74-78 students reflect on Positive Education in Action)
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Pictured: Mrs Sophie Mill and James Logan

I go to Artist in Residence every Friday as a way to discover 

myself through Art and take away any stress I may have 

encountered during the week. When I walk into Art, I 

immediately feel at peace with myself and the world. For me, 

Art provides new ways of expressing myself. Artist in Residence 

allows me to engage in mindfulness and to forget the outside 

world and simply just concentrate on something that I feel 

passionate about.

In Artist in Residence we use oil paints on canvases. My teacher, 

Mrs Mill, always helps me when I’m unsure of what to do with 

my artwork. She has become a great mentor to me and has 

helped me to understand the process that I must go through 

to paint something beautiful. To become a better painter and 

create my artworks, I understand I have to commit to deliberate 

practice and work hard at developing the technique of painting. 

This takes great effort and concentration, but I am willing to do 

it in order to fulfil my passion for painting.

Artist in Residence has allowed me to harness some of my 

signature strengths including my appreciation of beauty and 

excellence as well as my own creativity. I particularly enjoy 

painting nature and landscapes. I always try to express myself 

in my paintings and the final product often indicates how I 

was feeling or thinking during the time I was painting. I love 

to explore beauty in nature and enjoy discovering the many 

beautiful things that you can create just using paints and a 

brush. 

During Art, I feel such a passion and concentration in what I’m 

doing that I experience what could only be described as ‘flow’. 

It’s almost as if I am in my own world, and it’s just me, my 

thoughts and the canvas. It is really fun to be able to work with 

and support other students from a range of year groups as they 

slowly navigate their creative journey. 

Artist in Residence is something that has really played a role in 

developing me as a person. I find that in addition to academic 

pursuits, it is really key to have something that you can enjoy 

and have fun with that also pushes you to develop many skills 

that you can use to create something amazing and that is what 

Artist in Residence is for me.

Artist in Residence 

Positive Education 
in Action 

By James Logan

Year 9 Student

My experience at Artist in Residence is one I love and will never 

forget. Even when I’m 100 years old I possibly won’t remember 

all the moments but I will definitely remember the feeling. 

Let me describe it for you...It’s the genuine feeling of being at 

home on a Friday afternoon, painting like there is absolutely 

nothing that can distract the serene state of mind you’re in…

that is what Artist in Residence does. 

Artist in Residence centres me so I can focus on what is right in 

front of me and before too long my canvas is amazingly more 

marvelous than the week before. Although it is sometimes 

challenging after a hectic day and at times I look at my artwork 

in a logical and mathematical way, continuously second 

guessing myself, Mrs Mill, our art tutor says, “paint as a 

means to go”, and she’s right. This assists us to not only grow 

our creativity but grow as a person in ways that will help us 

forever. I harness my strengths of appreciation of beauty and 

excellence, bravery and zest every week in Artist in Residence 

and feel really connected to the wider world as well as myself.

When I reflected on my first finished artwork I was so happy 

that I could feel tiny tears of joy running down my cheek and 

even the response from my parents was worth it. I have so far 

attended Artist in Residence for approximately a year and I am 

now on my fourth artwork; I intend to keep this attendance up 

till I graduate as there are just so many benefits. I love it! 

By Senara Atapattu

Year 8 Student

Everywhere you look are concentrated faces and accomplished 

designs. All you can hear is the sound of brush bristles on 

canvasses and the mixing of paint colours. You’d think the 

talented author and artist Sophie Mill had put her Monday 

class under some kind of spell or enchantment, but it’s just 

the students’ pure passion and love for art that keeps them so 

focussed.

Once my paint touches the canvas and I start the next section 

of my work, I’m automatically relaxed. Painting for me is 

a form of mindfulness, and regardless of the other things 

going on in my busy life, once I start painting I can unwind 

and simply paint. There is something very rewarding at the 

end of a lesson when you are pleased with what you have 

produced, even though it isn’t going towards a mark or 

grade. Art is a passion that you use in all aspects of your life, 

and once Sophie has taught you the skills including finding 

the perfect proportions and The Golden Ratio, you can see art 

everywhere. 

When I paint 

I go into flow, 

which is the 

state of being 

fully immersed 

in what you’re 

doing. I believe 

oil painting is 

beneficial to me 

in my school 

career because 

it breaks up my 

mind and forces me to relax and unwind. 

I enjoy Artist in Residence because of the freedom there is to paint 

for my own enjoyment, and for the joy and pride I have once I’ve 

finished a piece. The reactions of other people seeing a final product, 

and the emotions that can be produced makes this class so special for 

me. I will definitely continue to do Artist in Residence for as long as I 

possibly can!

Positive Education 
in Action 

Artist in Residence 

Artist in Residence 

By Ruby Buckeridge

Year 8 Student



When I was fortunate enough to be chosen to undertake the 

Accelerated Mathematics programme in Year 9, I knew that 

the only way I would do well and achieve the results I wanted 

was to consistently practise my skills, work hard and manage 

other commitments in my life. I’m now in Year 10 and after 

learning about Positive Education last year, I have been able 

to improve my mindset towards learning and have learnt 

new strategies and approaches which can be applied to a 

multitude of aspects of my life. To succeed in the accelerated 

course and manage the workload, I 

believe that it is extremely important 

to maintain a growth mindset, apply 

deliberate practice and set realistic, 

achievable goals. Having a positive 

outlook on the course, particularly 

my results, has also allowed me to 

understand that I am constantly 

changing and improving, and that 

consistent effort and hard work should 

be maintained to obtain the marks I 

hope for. 

Even though assessment marks are 

important, I have ultimately come 

to realise that the process is just as 

important, if not more important 

than the end result. Even though 

studying for any HSC subject is a long 

and challenging process, it is also an 

extremely rewarding one, which for 

me, has greatly enhanced my goal setting and time management skills.  Applying this growth mindset to my studies has 

enabled me to look at assessment tasks as learning opportunities which can help improve my abilities. When receiving my 

results, I always ask myself; What worked for me? What areas did I and didn’t I do well in? How can I improve for next 

time?

 

Furthermore, another significant skill is planning and goal setting. Planning has allowed me to stay organised and on top 

of the workload, and I have found that setting monthly and yearly goals has helped me stay motivated and optimistic 

about the future. Setting time aside for co-curricular activities, hobbies and family is also invaluable. When setting goals, it 

is also extremely important that you are not afraid to ask for some help and assistance when you need it because having a 

fantastic support system is unmatched. Reflecting on my journey so far, I have now come to realise that success is relative 

and that what is most important is being able to say that you put 100% effort and love into everything you do. 

76.

By Evgenia Petrelis

Year 10 Student

Positive Education 
in Action 

Accelerated Maths In SATU this year, we had the privilege of setting up camps within 

Singleton Army Range, marching around Newcastle with the Airforce 

and Navy Cadets on ANZAC Day and also celebrating the Year 12 

Cadets farewell during the School’s Passing Out Parade. ANZAC 

Day and the Passing Out Parade took a lot of deliberate practice 

to perfect and perform at such a high standard, but SATU isn’t just 

about marching and following orders. 

It is a chance to utilise character strengths, like teamwork, 

leadership, judgment, humour and others. It is a chance to step 

out of your comfort zone and build up your strengths. Only 

two terms ago, when I was a recruit, I went on my first camp. 

Many experiences challenged me, such as completing a day long 

navigation exercise and eating 24hr ration packs containing meals 

I wouldn’t eat at home but I persevered. On the plus side, making 

cakes in the bush and shooting snipers at the WTSS (Weapon 

Training Simulation System), were experiences I will never forget.
By Cameron Carson

Year 8 Student

Positive Education 
in Action 

SATU 



Like any activity, sport or hobby, Netball is one that 

requires grit, optimism, resilience, a growth mindset 

and engagement. It is a sport where you must work 

hard, for a long period of time with your team mates, 

to achieve your goals. Sometimes you are faced with 

challenges that you are able to overcome and other 

times these challenges remain and require continued 

deliberate practice, tenacity and commitment. That 

doesn’t mean, however; that as an athlete you give 

up. Indeed, you continue to persevere to achieve your 

goals. 

At the beginning of the netball season this year, none 

of my team knew each other very well. We hadn’t 

ever played together and we had to learn how to 

work together so that we could harness the character 

strengths of teamwork, leadership, perseverance, 

Emma McGrath

Year 9 Student

fairness and sometimes humour to play to the best 

of our ability. It’s not always easy to adjust to a new 

team, but we all worked hard towards forging new 

relationships and developing our individual skills so 

that together we could all grow. Although this netball 

season has been a challenge, our mental strength was 

just as strong as our physical strength so as a team we 

never gave up. We may not have experienced many 

wins but we always played to the best of our ability, 

improving every week. Overall this season, our winning 

total was not necessarily what some of us had hoped 

for, in fact we only won one game, but that doesn’t 

mean that the season was not as successful as any 

other. We never gave up, we continued to persevere 

through each game and demonstrated grit and 

determination right until the very end.
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Positive Education 
in Action 

Netball

Mrs Dalal Benko-Nehme joined NGS this year after moving to Newcastle from Melbourne, 
where she taught for 11 years and gained expertise in the inquiry approach to teaching and 
learning. She is currently a Year 6 teacher.

What attracted you to career in primary teaching? 
I had amazing teachers throughout my school years who helped me 

develop a love of learning. My Year 6 teacher, in particular, took the time 

to develop a relationship with me and gave me the confidence to speak 

up and be heard (I was very shy, even though you wouldn’t know it now!). 

Experiencing the impact a dedicated and connected teacher could have was 

inspirational, and I wanted a job where I could have a similar impact on 

children’s lives.

What do you love most about your job? 
No two days are the same and you never know what to expect with 

children. It is amazing watching them set goals and work so hard to 

achieve them. I love being part of their learning journeys. There is nothing 

like seeing a child work so hard to achieve something and then finally “get 

it”. 

What would you describe as your main aim in your 
current role?
Main aim is to be someone who helps children develop socially, emotionally 

and academically in a safe environment that encourages risk-taking and 

supports students to see failure as a learning opportunity. I endeavour to 

teach my students that the process of learning is just as important as the 

end product.   

Can you tell us about the inquiry approach to teaching and learning that you are helping foster 
at NGS?
I have been lucky to work with amazing inquiry educators throughout my career in Melbourne. The school where I worked 

for 11 years had an integrated inquiry approach to their curriculum, so all my teaching experience has been centered around 

inquiry. 

Teaching through inquiry is a wonderful way to develop life-long learners by harnessing children’s natural curiosity and 

increasing student ownership and engagement by enhancing student voice and choice in their learning. Their questions and 

interests guide the learning that takes place. Through the explicit teaching and modelling of learning assets (collaboration, 

self management, research, communication and thinking) I have aimed to equip my students to deal with the demands of our 

increasingly globalised and digital world, where knowledge of content is not enough on its own and where they need these 

transferrable skills and dispositions. This year, I have really enjoyed watching my students become adept at identifying their 

learning strengths and weaknesses and begin using the language of the learning assets to guide their goal setting and reflect on 

their learning progress.

What’s the funniest thing a student has said to you? 
One of my students exclaimed, “I had a dream about you last night Mrs Benko-Nehme, you were trying to kill me!” Without 

missing a beat, the girl sitting next to him said, “I don’t blame her”.

Can you tell us about one of your interests outside school?
I enjoy the challenge of stepping outside my comfort zone and learning different dance styles, the weirder the better! I once 

dressed up as a zombie and danced the entire choreography of Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” with about a hundred other people 

at a 60’s themed drive-in cinema. Did I mention I used to be shy?

Dalal Benko-Nehme
Fostering inquiring minds

Meet Our Teachers 



Mr Ben Lloyd, who teaches a Year 2 class, has been teaching for 12 years, including 
the last nine at NGS. Having also been a student here, he’s experienced the School 
from both sides of the desk.

What attracted you to career in primary teaching?
I remember the great primary teachers from my time at school had a 

significant influence on developing a love of learning in me and were 

terrific role models. Since then I was always curious to know what it 

would be like to have that kind of influence and I decided to pursue 

a career in teaching in my early 20s, after completing a degree in 

communication.

What do you love most about your job?
Knowing I have contributed towards a child’s growth is very satisfying 

and I love forming great relationships with the people I come into 

contact with (students, parents and colleagues). 

What would you describe as your main aim in your 
current role?
To develop an understanding of the attributes of successful learners 

in my students so that they can take ownership of their learning, 

appreciate the growth they achieve and become life-long learners.

This year’s Taking Action project has been based 
around values. Tell us about the project undertaken 
by your class?
My class decided we would take action to spread kindness around the school. It was wonderful to see the students learn 

about and enact the many ways kindness can be displayed. They also really loved sharing the great examples of kindness 

they have seen among their peer group.  

Male staff are often outnumbered by female staff in primary schools, what are some of the 
advantages of being a male primary teacher?
I believe positive male and female influences are essential for a child’s development. I was fortunate to experience this 

during my primary school years. In my first few years at Park Campus I was often the only male classroom teacher. We now 

have five male classroom teachers in the Junior School which has been a really positive development in recent years.  

What are some of the funny things young students say to you?
I think due to the gender-imbalance in primary schools, some students have referred to me as “Mrs Lloyd” and I’ve even 

had this written on a few of the Christmas cards I’ve received.

You have close ties with NGS outside being a teacher. Can you tell us about that?
I was a student at NGS from Years 7-12. When my father was working as a police prosecutor, I would often walk down 

to Newcastle Police Station after school and do my homework in his office. When I was in high school, I found public 

speaking quite daunting but in Year 12 received the Senior School public speaking prize. I also met my wife at NGS when 

she worked at Park Campus in 2012 as an integration aide. We were married in 2015 and have a very lively whippet who 

is very spoiled! 
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Ben Lloyd
Developing life-long learners

Meet Our Teachers 

Ms Charlie Howard has been teaching for 30 years and has previously lectured in Art 
Education at the Australian Catholic University, as well as writing curriculum at the Board 
of Studies. She has been at NGS for 16 years, and currently teaches Visual Arts to Years 1-6 
students, as well as some Religious Education classes.

What attracted you to career in primary teaching?
I wavered between training to be a High School Art teacher and a 

Primary teacher. I trained to become a Primary teacher and after a 

few years of teaching in my first position, I completed my Masters in 

Art Education.

What do you love most about your job?
Exposing students to creative and original ideas and new ways 

of seeing things. I absolutely love the joy that young students 

experience when they realise how creative they can be.

I love being involved in student productions. During my years at the 

School, I’ve been involved in a number of Year 10 Musicals and have 

also been given opportunities to devise and direct a number of the 

Junior School productions. A few years ago we made a film, ‘Topsey 

Turvey’ with all of the students from Pre-School to Year 4 taking 

part. The children were able to watch their own performances on the 

‘big screen’ as they sat in the audience with their parents. I’d always 

wanted to create an event like that, so it was a real highlight.

What would you describe as your main aim in your 
current role?
Encouraging students to have a go at new things and hopefully, 

helping them develop a love and an appreciation of the Visual Arts. 

You’ve been part of the creative team devising the upcoming ”Together We Dream” 
Centenary Production at Park Campus. Can you tell us about it?
It’s going to be a very special couple of evenings that will facilitate a moment for the youngest students of the school to 

‘shine’. It will showcase music, dance, the students’ artworks and their dreams for the future. 

It’s wonderful to see the momentum building this term. I’m sure that it will be the highlight of the school year for many 

students and create many special memories. I even saw some Year 1 students practising their ‘waltzing’ in the playground 

during their recess break last week. I really do love the excitement and anticipation that an event such as this creates.

What are some of the amusing questions students ask you about art?
I teach 15 different classes across both campuses. Every day has a number of endearing and precious funny moments! I 

love talking to the younger students about the lives of famous artists. They invariably ask me if the artist is dead or alive. If 

the artist has died, the first question I’m asked is how did he/she die? The next question is often, ‘Were they rich or poor?’ 

They are truly fascinated with this sort of information! There is always someone who becomes very excited when we are 

talking about artists and will tell me that their great, great grandfather actually knew the artist. Priceless!

Can you tell us about your interests outside school?
My outside interests also heavily involve the arts. I have spent many years involved with children’s theatre in Newcastle.  

Something that people don’t know about me…….I lived on a Greek island for a year and I would love to do it again one 

day!

Charlie Howard
A passion for the arts

Meet Our Teachers 



Park Campus 
connects 
generations
Around 400 visitors joined with students on Park 

Campus on 3 August to celebrate Grandparents and 

Grand-friends Day – one of the highlights of the School 

year. 

The festivities began with a performance by the Year 6 

String Ensemble, before all three choirs – the Minims, 

Tone and Semitones – gave beautiful performances of 

a range of songs. 

The Year 5 and Year 4 String Ensembles also showcased 

their talents, along with Helena Cake who sang. All 

three string ensembles were prepared for the big event 

by Ms Jenny MacQueen. 

“Grandparents were very appreciative of their efforts 

and were generous with their applause,” said Head of 

Primary, Ms Alicha Dyer.

She said the day was a wonderful way to celebrate 

connections between the generations.

“It was a very special morning and a memorable 

moment in our School year.”

Thank you
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Hill Campus
Cnr Church & Newcomen Street
Newcastle   NSW   2300
T (02) 4929 5811

Email
office@ngs.nsw.edu.au

Park Campus
Cnr Union Street & Parkway Avenue
Cooks Hill   NSW   2300
T (02) 4925 2121

Website
www.ngs.nsw.edu.au
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